
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Which of the following statements about 

Payment Banks are incorrect? 

 

1. Non-Banking Financial Institutions 

(NBFCs) and super market chains 

can acquire the license 

2. They can accept demand and term 

deposits 

3. They must comply with the SLR 

(statutory liquidity ratio) and CRR 

(cash reserve ratio) requirements 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 1 and 3 Only 

  c) 2 and 3 Only 

  d) 2 Only 

 

Solution: d) 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/rbi-

sets-rs100-cr-floor-capital-for-

payments-small-

banks/article6221623.ecehttp://www.th

ehindu.com/business/digital-domain-is-

a-big-opportunity-for-

us/article7596760.ece 

 

2. With reference to the ‘Schengen Code’, 

which of the following is/are correct? 

 

1. Members party to it form the 

‘Schengen Area’, and have abolished 

passport and any other type of border 

control at their common borders, also 

referred to as internal borders 

2. Only European Union member 

nations have adopted this code 

Choose the correct answer: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Both 

  d) None 

 

Solution: a) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schengen

_Areahttp://www.thehindu.com/news/in

ternational/britain-attacks-broken-eu-

migration-system/article7596855.ece 

 

3. Consider the following features of 

administration contained in the Fifth 

Schedule of the Indian Constitution: 

 

1. The President is empowered to 

declare an area to be a scheduled area 

2. The President is empowered to direct 

that any particular act of the 

Parliament does not apply to a 

scheduled area 

3. The Tribal Advisory Council, three-

fourth of whose members are to be 

representatives of the Scheduled 

Tribes (STs) in the state assembly, 

advise on welfare and advancement 

of the STs 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 1 and 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) 1,2 and 3 

 

Solution: c 

 

CH-37 (Scheduled and Tribal Areas), 

Indian Polity by M Lakshmikanth 4th 

Edition 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/no-

tribal-council-in-maharashtra-

yet/article7597507.ece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. The ‘Narcotics Control Bureau’ (NCB) 

is affiliated to the 

 

  a) Ministry of Finance 

  b) Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare 

  c) Ministry of Chemical Fertilizers 

  d) Ministry of Home Affairs 

 

Solution: d 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/kerala/authorities-concerned-over-

ephedrine-smuggling-via-

kerala/article7597512.ecewww.narcotic

sindia.nic.in 

 

5. Consider the following statements about 

“Methamphetamine”: 

 

1. Unlike drugs such as marijuana, 

cocaine, and heroin, which are 

derived from plants, it can be 

manufactured using a variety of store 

bought chemicals 

2. It is also known as “Ephedrine” or in 

short, “Meth” 

3. Ephedrine is a vital component in 

cough syrups and nasal 

decongestants 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All 

 

Solution: c 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/kerala/authorities-concerned-over-

ephedrine-smuggling-via-

kerala/article7597512.ecehttp://www.ju

stice.gov/archive/olp/methawareness/ 

 

6. The Defence Acquisition Council 

(DAC) is chaired by the: 

 

  a) Defence Minister 

  b) Finance Minister 

  c) Prime Minister 

  d) Home Minister 

 

Solution: a) 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/agenda-of-defence-acquisition-council-

meet/article7188985.ece 



1. Consider the following statements about 

‘Sallekhana’: 

 

1. It is a religious practice in which a 

Jain stops eating with the intention of 

preparing for death 

2. It is a religious practice in which a 

Jain fasts to death in order to, among 

others, seek redemption for sins 

committed 

3. Such an act shall be registered as a 

criminal case and investigated by the 

police 

4. It is also known as ‘Santhara’ 

Choose the correct answer: 

 

  a) 4 Only 

  b) 3 and 4 Only 

  c) 2, 3 and 4 Only 

  d) None of the above 

 

Solution: a) 

 

https://www.iaea.org/abouthttp://www.t

hehindu.com/news/international/iaea-

seeks-more-money-for-iran-nuclear-

work/article7579578.ece 

 

2. Consider the following statements about 

Minimum Alternative Tax (MAT): 

 

1. It is applicable on all companies 

except those in infrastructure only 

2. It is dealt with in Section 115-JB of 

the Income Tax Act 

Choose the correct answer: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Both 

  d) None 

 

Solution: c) 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-

india-33998688 

 

3. Which among the following rivers are 

tributaries of River Krishna? 

 

1. Mahadayi (Mandovi) 

2. Malprabha 

3. Ghatprabha 

4. Ghod 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 2 and 3 Only 

  b) 1 and 4 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) 1,2 and 3 

 

Solution: a) 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/karnataka/farmers-go-on-a-rampage-

over-mahadayi-water-

dispute/article7581669.ece 

 

4. “Atoms for Peace” is another name for 

an organization often seen in the news. 

With reference to it, consider the 

following statements: 

 

1. It is within the United Nations family 

2. It promotes safe, secure and peaceful 

Neutrino research 

3. It is commonly known as the “Global 

Neutrino Network” 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 1 and 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) 2 and 3 Only 

 

Solution: a) 

 

https://www.iaea.org/abouthttp://www.t

hehindu.com/news/international/iaea-

seeks-more-money-for-iran-nuclear-

work/article7579578.ece 

 



5. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Asia-Pacific Economic 

Cooperation (APEC): 

 

1. It has 21 members including India. 

2. In APEC, all economies have an 

equal say and decision-making is 

reached by consensus. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Solution: b) 

 

Explanation: India is not a member. 

 

Reference: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia-

Pacific_Economic_Cooperation. 

 

6. Tides occur in oceans and seas due to 

which of the following? 

 

1. Gravitational Force of the Sun 

2. Gravitational Force of the Moon 

3. Gravitational Force of the Earth 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All 

 

Solution: d) 



1. Consider the following pairs: 

 

   Country                        Currency 

 

1. Malaysia:                     Rand 

2. Turkey:                         Gezi 

3. Thailand:                     Baht 

4. Brazil:                           Real 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly 

matched? 

 

  a) 1 and 2 

  b) 2 and 3 

  c) 1, 3 and 4 

  d) 3 and 4 

 

Solution: d) 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/less-impacted-rupee-keeps-foreign-

travel-costs-low/article7587381.ece 

 

2. With reference to the ‘Viability Gap 

Funding (VGF)’, which of the following 

is/are correct? 

 

1. Support under this scheme is 

available only for infrastructure 

projects 

2. It is administered jointly by the 

Ministry of Urban Development and 

the Ministry of Rural Development 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Both 

  d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: a) 

 

Government of India has notified a 

scheme for Viability Gap Funding to 

infrastructure projects that are to be 

undertaken through Public Private 

Partnerships. It will be a Plan Scheme to 

be administered by the Ministry of 

Finance with suitable budgetary 

provisions to be made in the Annual 

Plans on a year-to- year basis. Support 

under this scheme is available only for 

infrastructure projects where private 

sector sponsors are selected through a 

process of competitive bidding. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-business/2-cess-on-airfares-in-

pipeline/article7588551.ece 

 

http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php?titl

e=Viability_Gap_Funding_(VGF) 

 

3. Who among the following in India can 

grant arms license for 

acquisition/possession of arms? 

 

1. District Magistrate 

2. Ministry of Defense 

3. Ministry of Home Affairs 

4. Chief Secretary of the respective 

state 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 3 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All 

 

Solution: a) 

 

http://www.mha.nic.in/sites/upload_file

s/mha/files/FAQ-Arms_190813.PDF 

 

This question has been framed with 

respect to the recurring cases of misuse 

of arms license in the USA. 

 

  

 

 

 



4. Consider the following statements about 

Eucalyptus trees: 

 

1. Their plantations can cause decline in 

ground water levels 

2. Its wood is used in plywood 

industries 

3. ‘Niligiri Neem’ trees are a relatively 

ecological-friendly alternative 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All 

 

Solution: a) 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/b

angalore/plant-melia-dubia-trees-

instead-of-eucalyptus-plywood-

industry-experts/article7588716.ece 

 

5. Which of the following statements 

regarding ‘Federation of Indian Export 

Organisations’ is/are correct? 

 

1. It was set up jointly by the Ministry 

of Commerce, Government of India 

and private trade and industry 

2. It is ISO 27001 certified, which is a 

Quality Management System 

Standard 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Both 

  d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: a) 

 

https://www.fieo.org/index.php 

 

FIEO is ISO 9001 certified, which is a 

Quality Management System Standard. 

 

http://www.iso9001.com/ 

 

6. Consider the following pairs: 

 

Strait: Connecting/Separating Land/Sea 

 

1. Strait of Hormuz: Arabian Gulf and 

Gulf of Oman 

2. Strait of Dover: English Channel and 

Bay of Biscay 

3. Bab el-Mandeb: Arabia and Africa 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly 

matched? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) 1,2 and 3 

 

Solution: c) 

 

http://www.britannica.com/place/Bab-

El-Mandeb-

Straithttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strai

t_of_Hormuzhttp://www.britannica.co

m/place/Strait-of-

Doverhttp://www.thehindu.com/news/n

ational/decks-cleared-for-indias-role-in-

irans-chabahar-port/article7583968.ece 

 

7. Which of the following groups of people 

are present in Manipur? 

 

1. Naga 

2. Kuki 

3. Pangal 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 1 and 2 Only 

  c) 1, 2 and 3 Only 

  d) 2 and 3 Only 

 

https://www.fieo.org/index.php
http://www.iso9001.com/


Solution: c) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pangal 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/colu

mns/comment-article-of-nehginpao-

kipgen-the-fractious-demand-for-ilp-in-

manipur/article7583276.ece 

 

8. With reference to the ‘Inner Line Permit 

(ILP) System’, which of the following 

is/are correct? 

 

1. In the North East Region, it is issued 

under the Bengal Eastern Frontier 

Regulation, 1873, by state 

governments 

2. Access by Indians to certain parts of 

Leh (in Jammu & Kashmir) require 

ILP 

3. Foreigners, apart from domestic 

travelers, must obtain ILP to travel 

within protected/restricted areas 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 2 and 3 Only 

  d) 1 and 2 Only 

 

Solution: a) 

 

http://www.gktoday.in/inner-line-

permit-ilp-system/ 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/jandk/n

o-need-for-inner-line-permit-for-

domestic-tourists-visiting-leh/article1-

1219207.aspx 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreigners

_(Protected_Areas)_Order_1958_(India

) 

 

 

9. Which is the wettest place on land on 

earth? 

  a) Mawsynram 

  b) Cherrapunjee 

  c) Agumbe 

  d) Sitargunj 

 

Solution: a) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pangal
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/comment-article-of-nehginpao-kipgen-the-fractious-demand-for-ilp-in-manipur/article7583276.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/comment-article-of-nehginpao-kipgen-the-fractious-demand-for-ilp-in-manipur/article7583276.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/comment-article-of-nehginpao-kipgen-the-fractious-demand-for-ilp-in-manipur/article7583276.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/comment-article-of-nehginpao-kipgen-the-fractious-demand-for-ilp-in-manipur/article7583276.ece
http://www.gktoday.in/inner-line-permit-ilp-system/
http://www.gktoday.in/inner-line-permit-ilp-system/
http://www.hindustantimes.com/jandk/no-need-for-inner-line-permit-for-domestic-tourists-visiting-leh/article1-1219207.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/jandk/no-need-for-inner-line-permit-for-domestic-tourists-visiting-leh/article1-1219207.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/jandk/no-need-for-inner-line-permit-for-domestic-tourists-visiting-leh/article1-1219207.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/jandk/no-need-for-inner-line-permit-for-domestic-tourists-visiting-leh/article1-1219207.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreigners_(Protected_Areas)_Order_1958_(India)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreigners_(Protected_Areas)_Order_1958_(India)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreigners_(Protected_Areas)_Order_1958_(India)


1. With reference to the ‘Strategic 

Partnership Agreement’ signed by India 

and Afghanistan, which of the following 

is/are correct? 

 

1. India was the first country 

Afghanistan chose to sign a strategic 

partnership agreement with 

2. It was signed in 2011 

Choose the correct answer: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Ans 1: c. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/india-rebuffs-afghanistan-on-strategic-

meet/article7592059.ece 

 

2. “UNSC resolution 1267” often seen in 

the news is 

 

  a) A sanctions regime applicable to 

designated individuals and entities 

associated with Al-Qaida, wherever 

located 

  b) A sanctions regime applicable to 

designated individuals and entities 

associated with Daesh, wherever located 

  c) A resolution to help the governments 

of India and Pakistan restore peace and 

order to the region and prepare for a 

plebiscite to decide the fate of Kashmir 

  d) A resolution calling on all States to 

cooperate urgently on preventing the 

international flow of terrorist fighters to 

and from conflict zones 

 

Ans 2: a. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edito

rial/editorial-on-dawood-ibrahim-

secure-haven-for-a-

terrorist/article7591464.ece 

3. Some earth station antennas/dishes don’t 

need to move once they have been 

properly aimed at a target satellite in the 

sky. This is because the satellite is 

placed in 

 

  a. Medium-Earth-Orbit (MEO) 

  b. Low-Earth-Orbit (LEO) 

  c. Polar orbit 

  d. Geostationary Orbit 

 

Ans 3: d. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communi

cations_satellite#Geostationary_orbits_.

28GEO.29 

 

4. ISRO’s “Satish Dhawan Space Center” 

manages rocket launch pads located in: 

 

1. Karnataka 

2. Andhra Pradesh 

3. Tamil Nadu 

4. Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 2 and 4 Only 

  d) 2 Only 

 

Ans 4: d. 

 

With two launch pads, Satish Dhawan 

Space Centre (SDSC) (or Sriharikota 

Range – SHAR) at Sriharikota in 

Andhra Pradesh, is the Spaceport of 

India that carries out all operations 

related to the launches. 

 

ISRO proposes to establish a third 

launch pad at Sriharikota to support 

increased launch frequency and also to 

support launching requirements of 

advanced launch vehicles. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-rebuffs-afghanistan-on-strategic-meet/article7592059.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-rebuffs-afghanistan-on-strategic-meet/article7592059.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-rebuffs-afghanistan-on-strategic-meet/article7592059.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-on-dawood-ibrahim-secure-haven-for-a-terrorist/article7591464.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-on-dawood-ibrahim-secure-haven-for-a-terrorist/article7591464.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-on-dawood-ibrahim-secure-haven-for-a-terrorist/article7591464.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-on-dawood-ibrahim-secure-haven-for-a-terrorist/article7591464.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communications_satellite#Geostationary_orbits_.28GEO.29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communications_satellite#Geostationary_orbits_.28GEO.29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communications_satellite#Geostationary_orbits_.28GEO.29


http://www.isro.gov.in/about-

isro/launch-complex 

 

Q3 and Q4 were associated with The 

Hindu editorial: 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edito

rial/editorial-on-gslv-launch-another-

confident-launch/article7591465.ece 

 

5. Besides poisoning by Diclofenac, what 

other threats do vultures in India face? 

 

1. Cattle herders poisoning meat to kill 

carnivores to protect their livestock 

2. Lack of food due to unavailability of 

carcasses owing to hygienic and 

scientific disposal methods 

3. Hunting, because vulture-meat in 

China is considered to have blood-

purifying propertiesSelect the correct 

answer using the codes given below: 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Both 

  d) 1 Only 

 

Ans 5: a. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/C

oimbatore/a-shot-in-the-arm-for-

vulture-

conservation/article7592636.ece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. India is not a member of the G20. 

2. China is the only Asian member of 

G20. 

3. G20 is the working group of the 

OECD. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 3 Only 

  d) None 

 

Answer: d. 

 

Explanation: India is a memebr of the 

G20. Bangladesh is not a memebr. G20 

and OECD are independent of each 

other. 

 

7. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Foreign Contribution 

Regulation Act (FCRA): 

 

1. The Ministry of Home Affairs is 

mandated to administer the Foreign 

Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010. 

2. Political party or its office bearers are 

prohibited from accepting foreign 

contribution under the Act, except in 

some specific situations as 

mentioned in the Act. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1and 2 Both 

  d) None 

 

Solution: c) 

 

 

http://www.isro.gov.in/about-isro/launch-complex
http://www.isro.gov.in/about-isro/launch-complex
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-on-gslv-launch-another-confident-launch/article7591465.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-on-gslv-launch-another-confident-launch/article7591465.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-on-gslv-launch-another-confident-launch/article7591465.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/a-shot-in-the-arm-for-vulture-conservation/article7592636.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/a-shot-in-the-arm-for-vulture-conservation/article7592636.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/a-shot-in-the-arm-for-vulture-conservation/article7592636.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/a-shot-in-the-arm-for-vulture-conservation/article7592636.ece


8. Consider the following statements 

regarding the National Human Rights 

Commission: 

 

1. It is a constitutional body created 

after the enactment of the Indian 

Constitution. 

2. Its recommendations are just 

advisory and not binding in nature. 

3. It submits Annual report to the 

Central government and to the 

concerned state governments. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 2 and 3 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) 1 and 2 Only 

 

Ans: a) 

 

Explanation: It is a statutory body 

established in 1993. 



1. Consider the following statements about 

Organic Farming in India: 

 

1. The National Programme for Organic 

Production was launched by the 

Ministry of Commerce 

2. The state of Kerala has enacted a 

policy that requires all Kerala 

growers to farm organically by 2020 

Choose the correct answer from the 

codes given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Ans 1: c. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/kerala/organic-farming-caught-in-

quality-vs-quantity-

debate/article7594299.ece 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India_Org

anic#cite_note-2 – reference #2 on this 

page 

 

2. With reference to India’s external debt, 

which of the following is/are correct? 

 

1. It’s maturity profile indicates the 

dominance of long-term borrowings 

2. Non-resident Indian (NRI) deposits 

are regarded as short-term debt 

Choose the correct answer from the 

codes given below: 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Ans 2: a. 

 

Pg. 16 Economic Survey Vol.2 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/external-debt-up-66-in-

201415/article7591447.ece 

 

3. “Lampedusa”, which was recently in the 

news, is 

 

  a. An island country in the 

Mediterranean sea 

  b. Italy’s plan of action to tackle the 

inflow of refugees from Africa 

  c. An agreement signed by the 

European Union member countries to 

protect and provide for African refugees 

  d. The southern-most point of Italy in 

the Mediterranean sea 

 

Ans 3: d. 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-

europe-32371348 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-

34088691 

 

4. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Governor of the Reserve 

Bank of India: 

 

1. The RBI Governor is appointed by 

the President of India. 

2. The governor holds the office during 

the pleasure of the President of India. 

Which of the above 

statement/statements is/are correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Answer: d. 

 

Explanation: The RBI Governor is 

appointed by the Central Government 

under the provisions of the RBI Act. The 

Governor can be removed from office at 



any time by the Central Government. 

Hence, the governor holds the office at 

the pleasure of the Central Government. 

 

5. With reference to the Reserve Bank of 

India, consider the following statements: 

 

1. RBI was constituted under the 

Reserve bank of India Act 1934 

based on the recommendation of 

Hilton Young Commission. 

2. At the time of its constitution, RBI 

was a privately owned institution. 

3. RBI was nationalized in 1955 along 

with the State Bank of India 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 and 3 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Only 

  d) All 

 

Ans: c 

 

Explanation: RBI was nationalized in 

1949. 

 

6. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Indradhanush Mission: 

 

1. The mission aims to cover all those 

children by 2020 who are either 

unvaccinated, or are partially 

vaccinated against seven vaccine 

preventable diseases. 

2. The state of Jammu & Kashmir is not 

covered under the Scheme. 

3. This Mission was launched on the 

eve of Good Governance Day. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 1 and 3 Only 

  c) 3 Only 

  d) None 

 

Ans: b. 

 

Reference: 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=117204. 

 

7. Consider the following statements 

regarding Ammonium Nitrate (AN): 

 

1. It is widely used as a fertilizer in the 

agricultural industry. 

2. It is highly hygroscopic. 

3. About 90% of ammonium nitrate 

consumed in India is imported. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 and 3 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Only 

  d) All 

 

Answer: c. 

 

Explanation: only 15% is imported. 

 

References: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/import-of-

ammonium-nitrate-in-loose-form-

banned/article7623089.ece. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ammoniu

m_nitrate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8. Consider the following statements 

regarding GSAT – 6 satellite: 

 

1. It is a part of the Indian Regional 

Navigation Satellite System 

(IRNSS). 

2. It provides S-band communication 

services in the country. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Both 

  d) Neither 1 and 2 

 

Answer: b. 

 

Reference: 

http://www.isro.gov.in/Spacecraft/gsat-

6.\ 

 

http://www.isro.gov.in/Spacecraft/gsat-6./
http://www.isro.gov.in/Spacecraft/gsat-6./


1. Consider the following statements about 

“Methamphetamine”: 

 

1. Unlike drugs such as marijuana, 

cocaine, and heroin, which are 

derived from plants, it can be 

manufactured using a variety of store 

bought chemicals 

2. It is also known as “Ephedrine” or in 

short, “Meth” 

3. Ephedrine is a vital component in 

cough syrups and nasal 

decongestants 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) 1 Only 

 

Ans 5: c. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/kerala/authorities-concerned-over-

ephedrine-smuggling-via-

kerala/article7597512.ece 

 

http://www.justice.gov/archive/olp/met

hawareness/ 

 

2. Under which of the following 

circumstances can the Central Bureau of 

Investigation (CBI) take over the 

investigation of a criminal case 

registered by the State Police? 

 

1. The concerned State Government 

makes a request to the Central 

Government which agrees to it 

2. The State Government makes a 

request to the CBI which in turn 

makes a request to the Department of 

Personnel and Training which agrees 

to it 

3. High Courts orders it to take up such 

investigations 

4. Supreme Court orders it to take up 

such investigations 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 4 only 

  b) 2 and 4 Only 

  c) 3 and 4 Only 

  d) 1, 3 and 4 Only 

 

Ans 1: d. 

 

http://cbi.nic.in/faq.php#faq01 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/government-to-seek-cbi-probe-

into-kalburgi-killing/article7602313.ece 

 

3. The monthly compilation of the Index of 

Industrial Production is an activity 

carried out by the 

 

  a. Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

  b. Department of Economic Affairs, 

Ministry of Finance 

  c. National Sample Survey Office, 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation 

  d. Central Statistical Office, Ministry 

of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation 

 

Ans 2: d. 

 

The Central Statistical Office which is 

one of the two wings of the National 

Statistical Organisation (NSO) is 

responsible for coordination of 

statistical activities in the country and 

for evolving and maintaining statistical 

standards. Its activities include: 

compilation of National Accounts; 

conduct of Annual Survey of Industries 

and Economic Censuses, compilation of 

Index of Industrial Production, as well as 

Consumer Price Indices. It also deals 

with various social statistics, training, 



international cooperation, Industrial 

Classification etc. 

 

http://mospi.nic.in/Mospi_New/site/inn

er.aspx?status=2&menu_id=92 

 

4. Who among the following releases the 

monthly compilation of the production 

index of the eight core industries? 

 

  a. Office of the Economic Adviser 

(OEA), Department of Industrial Policy 

and Promotion (DIPP) 

  b. Office of the Economic Adviser 

(OEA), Department of Economic 

Affairs 

  c. National Sample Survey Office, 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation 

  d. Central Statistical Office, Ministry 

of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation 

 

Ans 3: a. 

 

http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php?titl

e=Index_of_Eight_Core_Industries 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/core

-sector-growth-slows-to-11-in-

july/article7601032.ece 

 

5. The Ebola River, also known as the 

‘Legbala’, flows through 

 

  a. Liberia and Sierra Leone 

  b Mali 

  c. Democratic Republic of Congo 

(Zaire) 

  d South Africa 

 

Ans 4: c. 

 

http://www.spectator.co.uk/life/mind-

your-language/9349662/how-ebola-got-

its-name/ 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebola_Riv

er 

 

The Hindu, World page; Pg14 

 

6. Consider the following statements about 

‘Vachana Sahitya’ or ‘Vachana 

Literature’: 

 

1. ‘Vachanakaras’ consisted of 

members from the upper and lower 

strata of society 

2. Although it drew many women 

followers, there were no women 

Vachanakaras 

3. The ‘Vachana movement’ flourished 

in the 12th century C.E. 

4. It consists of brief paragraphs, often 

invoking Lord Shiva or offering Him 

Pooja 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 4 Only 

  b) 2 and 4 Only 

  c) 1, 3 and 4Only 

  d) all 

 

Ans 5: c. 

 

Kalburgi, a Sahitya Akademi award 

winner and an authority on Vachana 

literature, was known for his sharp 

criticism and questioning of 

superstitious beliefs, and received a 

death threat from the leader of a fringe 

right-wing group last year. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vachana_

sahitya 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/b

angalore/trilingual-lexicon-on-vachana-

literature-released/article6491687.ece 

 

 



7. With reference to ‘Project Mausam’, 

which of the following is/are correct? 

 

1. A project for re-establishment of 

India’s ancient maritime routes with 

its traditional trade partners along the 

Indian Ocean 

2. A geo-engineering project whose 

main component is cloud-seeding 

3. The project will be administered by 

the Ministry of Tourism 

4. The project will be administered by 

the Ministry of Earth Sciences 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 Only 

  d) 4 Only 

 

Ans 6: c. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=105777 



1. Which of the following statements about 

“Purchasing Managers’ Index” (PMI) 

are correct? 

 

1. It is an indicator of the economic 

health of the manufacturing sector 

only 

2. A reading under 50 represents a 

contraction 

3. The PMI is a biannual release 

Select the answer using the codes given 

below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Both 

  d) Neither 1 and 2 

 

Ans 1: b. 

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes

.com/2010-08-

05/news/27629444_1_pmi-business-

activity-industrial-output 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Eco

nomy/manufacturing-pmi-falls-in-

august/article7604403.ece 

 

2. Consider the following statements with 

regard to base rate computation by banks 

in India: 

 

1. At present, banks follow different 

methodologies for computing their 

Base Rate 

2. The RBI regards Base Rates 

calculated based on average-cost-of-

funds method as most sensitive to 

changes in the policy rates from the 

extant methods being utilized 

Choose the correct answer: 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Both 

  d) Neither 1 and 2 

 

Ans 2: a. 

 

“It was observed that Base Rates based 

on marginal cost of funds are more 

sensitive to changes in the policy rates,” 

In the first Bi-monthly Monetary Policy 

Statement this fiscal the RBI had stated 

that in order to improve the efficiency of 

monetary policy transmission, it will 

encourage banks to move in a time-

bound manner to marginal-cost-of-

funds-based determination of their Base 

Rate. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Eco

nomy/rbi-proposes-formula-to-

calculate-base-rate/article7604401.ece 

 

What is marginal cost of funds? 

 

Cost of funding one additional loan, 

assuming that the bank’s cost of funds 

remains the same. 

 

So for ex, if RBI reduces interest rates, 

clearly banks have greater access to 

funds than earlier, at the same costs. This 

now means their cost of funding 

additional loans reduce. Thus, linking 

changes in policy rates to base rates 

(based on the marginal-cost-of-funds 

method) would promote effective 

transmission of policy rates. 

 

For additional reading, 

 

http://www.investopedia.com/terms/m/

marginal-cost-of-funds.asp 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. With reference to the Smart National 

Common Mobility Card (NCMC), 

consider the following statements: 

 

1. It has been launched by the Ministry 

of Finance 

2. It will be integrated with the RuPay 

card gradually 

3. It can be used as a credit/debit card 

4. It also enables seamless travel by 

different metros and other transport 

systems across the country 

Which of the above are incorrect? 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 3 and 4 Only 

  d. All are correct 

 

Ans 3: a. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=126513 

 

“Use smart card to travel anywhere in 

India” PG15, The Hindu 

 

4. The Constitution, under the Sixth 

Schedule, contains special provisions for 

the administration of tribal areas in 

which of the following states? 

 

1. Assam 

2. Nagaland 

3. Manipur 

4. Mizoram 

5. Tripura 

6. Meghalaya 

Select the answer using the codes given 

below: 

 

  a. 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

  b. 1, 2, 3 and 6 only 

  c. 1, 4, 5 and 6 only 

  d. 1, 3, 4 and 6 only 

 

Ans 4: c. 

 

CH-37 (Scheduled and Tribal Areas), 

Indian Polity by M Lakshmikanth 4th 

Edition 

 

“…one possible amicable solution for 

the government is to implement the 

Sixth Schedule in the hill areas. Under 

such a political arrangement, the Kukis 

and Nagas would enjoy autonomy in 

their respective areas but remain within 

the State of Manipur…” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/colu

mns/manipur-on-the-

brink/article7604306.ece 

 

5. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Public Accounts 

Committee: 

 

1. It is constituted by the President of 

India every year. 

2. The Chairman of the committee is 

appointed by the Speaker of Lok 

Sabha. 

3. A Minister is not eligible to be 

elected as a member of the 

Committee. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b 2 Only 

  c. 2 and 3 Only 

  d None 

 

Ans 4: c. 

 

Explanation: It is constituted by the 

Parliament of India. 

 

Reference: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_Ac

counts_Committee_(India). 

 

  



 

6. The Public Liability Insurance (PLI) 

Act, 1991 is administered by: 

 

  a) Ministry of Environment Forest and 

Climate Change 

  b) Ministry of Finance 

  c) Ministry of Home Affairs 

  d) Ministry of corporate affairs 

 

Answer: a. 

 

Reference: 

http://envfor.nic.in/legis/public/public1.

html. 

 

7. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Central Pollution Control 

Board (CPCB): 

 

1. It is a statutory organization under 

the Ministry of Environment and 

Forests (MoEF). 

2. It is also entrusted with the powers 

and functions under the Air 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) 

Act, 1981. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Answer: c. 

 

Reference: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_P

ollution_Control_Board. 



1. The Union Cabinet recently approved a 

new policy for the auction of small and 

marginal oilfields. Consider the 

following statements about the new 

policy: 

 

1. Both, private as well as foreign 

companies can bid for these blocks 

2. Unlike before, it provides for a 

unified license for extraction of 

different hydrocarbons 

3. Companies selling gas will not be 

bound by the government’s 

allocation policy 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) 1,2 and 3 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/69-small-oilfields-on-the-

block/article7609230.ece 

 

2. List III of the Seventh Schedule of the 

Constitution refers to the 

 

  a) Union List 

  b) Concurrent List 

  c) State List 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: b. 

 

“…One way to make land acquisition 

less time-consuming is for the States to 

proceed with their own amendments to 

the 2013 Act under Section 254(2) of the 

Constitution…” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/interview-with-columbia-economist-

and-niti-aayog-vicechairman-arvind-

panagariya/article7608979.ece 

 

3. Part XI of the Constitution deals with 

 

  a. The Panchayat 

  b. The Panchayat & The Municipalities 

  c. The Cooperative Societies 

  d. Relations between the Union and the 

States 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Section 254(2) is under Part XI of the 

Constitution. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/interview-with-columbia-economist-

and-niti-aayog-vicechairman-arvind-

panagariya/article7608979.ece 

 

4. With reference to ‘Law Commissions’, 

consider the following statements: 

 

1. The first such Commission in British-

India was established in 1834 under 

the Charter Act of 1833 

2. Its major function is to work for legal 

reform 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Both 

  d) Neither 1 and 2 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.lawcommissionofindia.nic.i

n/main.htm#a1 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_Com

mission_of_India 

 

 



5. With reference to ‘King Tides’, which of 

the following statements is/are correct? 

 

1. It occurs during a ‘Supermoon’ 

2. They are also known as ‘Perigean 

Spring Tides’ 

3. When King Tides coincide with 

surface gravity waves, coastal 

flooding and erosion usually occurs 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. All are correct 

 

Ans: d. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swell_(oc

ean) 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/kerala/spring-tide-swell-waves-caused-

tidal-flooding/article7610056.ece 

 

6. Consider the following statements 

regarding Dengue: 

 

1. There are four dengue virus serotypes 

2. Dengue is a mosquito-borne parasitic 

infection 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are incorrect? 

 

  a. 1 only 

  b. 2 only 

  c. 1 and 2 Both 

  d. Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: b. 

 

Dengue is a mosquito-borne viral 

infection. 

 

http://www.pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRele

ase.aspx 

7. The National Highways Authority of 

India (NHAI) is responsible for the 

development, maintenance, 

management and operation of: 

 

1. National Highways 

2. State Highways 

3. Border Roads 

4. Village Roads 

Choose the correct answer using the 

codes given below: 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b 1 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 Only 

  d 1, 3 and 4 Only 

 

Ans 4: c. 

 

8. Consider the following statements 

regarding NITI Aayog: 

 

1. Prime Minister of India acts as the 

chairperson of this body. 

2. Vice-Chairperson of the Aayog will 

be appointed by the Prime Minister. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Answer: c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Saansad Gram 

AdarshYojana: 

 

1. The Project was launched on the 

occasion of birth anniversary of 

LokNayak Jai Prakash Narayan. 

2. Under the Scheme, a separate fund 

will be created at the state level and 

will be attached to the consolidated 

fund of the State. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Answer: a 



1. Consider the following statements 

regarding Freedom Fighter Bagha Jatin: 

 

1. He was associated with Jugantar 

party. 

2. He is one of the founders of the 

Anushilan Samiti. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Both 

  d) Neither 1 and 2 

 

Answer: c. 

 

Reference: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bagha_Jat

in. 

 

2. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Law Commission of India: 

 

1. It is a statutory body. 

2. It is constituted by the Government 

of lndia from time to time 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Both 

  d) Neither 1 and 2 

 

Answer: b. 

 

Explanation: The Law Commission of 

India is a non-statutory body constituted 

by the Government of lndia from time to 

time. 

 

Reference: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_Com

mission_of_India. 

 

  

3. The eight Millenium Development 

Goals, set by the United Nations, 

include: 

 

1. Eradicate Extreme Hunger and 

Poverty 

2. Eradicate Child Labour 

3. Promote Gender Equality and 

Empower Women 

4. Reduce Child Mortality 

5. Improve Maternal Health 

Choose the correct answer using the 

codes given below: 

 

  a. 2,3 and 5 Only 

  b. 1,2 and 5 Only 

  c. 1,3,4 and 5 Only 

  d. All 

 

Answer: c. 

 

Reference: 

http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/go

als/. 

 

4. Which of the following statements 

regarding ‘Engineering Export 

Promotion Council’ (EEPC) is/are 

incorrect? 

 

1. Over 50% of its members are Small 

and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 

2. Apart from organizing a number of 

promotional activities, it also acts as 

an advisory body to the Government 

in matters of policy formulation 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Both 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: d. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bagha_Jatin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bagha_Jatin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_Commission_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_Commission_of_India


http://www.eepcindia.com/Page.aspx?i

d=P150310160020&ms=1&page=Brief

-Profile 

 

5. Consider the following statements about 

the ‘Group of 20’ (G-20): 

 

1. It engages with non-member 

countries 

2. Its member nations together 

represent about two-thirds of the 

world population 

3. Its permanent secretariat is located in 

the United Kingdom 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. All are correct 

 

Ans: a. 

 

Reflecting its nature as an informal 

political forum, the G20 does not have a 

permanent secretariat. Instead, the G20 

president is responsible for bringing 

together the G20 agenda in consultation 

with other members and in response to 

developments in the global economy. 

 

https://g20.org/about-g20/g20-

members/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Consider the following statements with 

reference to an animal found in India: 

 

1. It spends most of its time in trees 

2. It is the state animal of Sikkim 

3. They are most active at night as well 

as dawn and dusk 

4. Habitat degradation due to excessive 

extraction of fuel wood is the biggest 

threat to it 

The above statements are associated 

with which animal? 

 

  a. Phayre’s Langur 

  b. Hoolock Gibbon 

  c. Red Panda 

  d. Clouded Leopard 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.wwfindia.org/about_wwf/pr

iority_species/red_panda/work_for_red

_panda/ 

— 

http://www.northeasttoday.in/sikkim-

red-panda-under-threat-from-humans/ 

http://www.eepcindia.com/Page.aspx?id=P150310160020&ms=1&page=Brief-Profile
http://www.eepcindia.com/Page.aspx?id=P150310160020&ms=1&page=Brief-Profile
http://www.eepcindia.com/Page.aspx?id=P150310160020&ms=1&page=Brief-Profile
https://g20.org/about-g20/g20-members/
https://g20.org/about-g20/g20-members/
http://www.wwfindia.org/about_wwf/priority_species/red_panda/work_for_red_panda/
http://www.wwfindia.org/about_wwf/priority_species/red_panda/work_for_red_panda/
http://www.wwfindia.org/about_wwf/priority_species/red_panda/work_for_red_panda/
http://www.northeasttoday.in/sikkim-red-panda-under-threat-from-humans/
http://www.northeasttoday.in/sikkim-red-panda-under-threat-from-humans/


1. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Atal Mission for 

Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 

(AMRUT): 

 

1. AMRUT is the new avatar of the 

Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban 

Renewal Mission (JNNURM). 

2. Under this mission, 50% of the 

budget allocation will be given to 

states and union territories as 

incentive based on the achievement 

of reforms during the previous year. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Both 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Answer: a. 

 

Explanation: Under this mission, 10% of 

the budget allocation will be given to 

states and union territories as incentive 

based on the achievement of reforms 

during the previous year. 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Melanin is widely used by 

pharmaceutical companies for the 

treatment of skin cancer. 

2. Melanin is an effective absorber of 

light. 

3. Melanin is also used by cosmetics 

industry in the production of Skin 

Protection Factor (SPF) creams. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 1 and 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All 

 

Answer: d 

 

3. Consider the following statements with 

reference to the National Green Tribunal 

(NGT): 

 

1. The Tribunal is not bound by the 

procedure laid down under the Code 

of Civil Procedure. 

2. The Chairman of the tribunal is 

required to be a serving or retired 

Chief Justice of a High Court or a 

judge of the Supreme Court of India. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. 1 and 2 Both 

  d. Neither 1 or 2 

 

Answer: c. 

 

4. The first airport in the world that would 

be running fully on solar power is the 

 

  a. Jorhat International Airport 

  b. Surat Airport 

  c. Cochin International Airport 

  d. Port Blair Airport 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/nYR

V0SGkot3GIOvQrqhBXL/Worlds-first-

solarrun-airport-in-Kochi.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. With reference to P-Notes, which of the 

following statements are true? 

 

1. A Supreme Court appointed Special 

Investigation Team has 

recommended restrictions on its 

transfer to help curb black money 

2. Clamp down on transfer of P-notes 

could result in a fall in foreign 

portfolio inflows 

3. P-note holdings had once risen to 

almost 50 per cent of FIIs’ assets 

under custody 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. All are correct 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes

.com/2015-07-27/news/64919361_1_p-

notes-participatory-notes-p-note-ban 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/sit-seeks-centres-

response-on-black-

money/article7613442.ece 

 

6. The Koshiyari Committee – a petition 

committee of the Rajya Sabha – was set 

up to look into the issue of 

 

  a. Improper disposal of e-waste 

  b. One Rank One Pension 

  c. Inadequate contingency funds with 

the Reserve Bank of India 

  d. Possible shortfall in revenue among 

states with adoption of the Goods and 

Services Tax 

 

Ans: b. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/ne

ws/defence/ex-servicemen-blame-

finance-minister-arun-jaitey-for-orop-

deadlock/articleshow/48772968.cms 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koshyari_

Committee_Report_On_Grant_Of_One

_Rank_One_Pension#cite_note-

Presentation.2C_OROP-2 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-07-27/news/64919361_1_p-notes-participatory-notes-p-note-ban
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-07-27/news/64919361_1_p-notes-participatory-notes-p-note-ban
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-07-27/news/64919361_1_p-notes-participatory-notes-p-note-ban
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/sit-seeks-centres-response-on-black-money/article7613442.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/sit-seeks-centres-response-on-black-money/article7613442.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/sit-seeks-centres-response-on-black-money/article7613442.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/sit-seeks-centres-response-on-black-money/article7613442.ece
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/ex-servicemen-blame-finance-minister-arun-jaitey-for-orop-deadlock/articleshow/48772968.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/ex-servicemen-blame-finance-minister-arun-jaitey-for-orop-deadlock/articleshow/48772968.cms
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1. With reference to fertilizer subsidy in 

India, which of the following statements 

are correct? 

 

1. Prices of subsidized urea have 

remained almost unchanged since 

2000 

2. The average ratio of NPK used in 

farms is 8.2:3.2:1 

3. Di-ammonium Phosphate (DAP) and 

Potash too are subsidized 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. 1,2 and 3 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/indi

a-saves-18-b-on-fertiliser-subsidies-but-

no-reform-planned/article7616387.ece 

— 

http://mrunal.org/2014/08/economic-

survey-ch8-agriculture-fertilizer-

nutrient-based-subsidy-nbs-budget-

2014-fund.html#388 

 

 

2. Yemen shares its land border with which 

of the following countries? 

 

  a. Saudi Arabia and United Arab 

Emirates 

  b. Oman and United Arab Emirates 

  c. Saudi Arabia and Oman 

  d. Bahrain and Qatar 

 

Ans: c. 

 

map-of-yemen:: 

 
 

3. Gulf of Aden shares its name with the 

port city of Aden in 

 

  a) Oman 

  b) Egypt 

  c) Yemen 

  d) Somalia 

 

Answer: c 

 

  

 

4. Which among the following sections of 

the Indian Penal Code is also known as 

‘The Sedition Law’? 

 

  a. 499 and 500 

  b. 420 

  c. 124A 

  d. 153A 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://indiankanoon.org/doc/1641007/ 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/maharashtra-curbs-criticism-of-

politicians/article7617105.ece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/india-saves-18-b-on-fertiliser-subsidies-but-no-reform-planned/article7616387.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/india-saves-18-b-on-fertiliser-subsidies-but-no-reform-planned/article7616387.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/india-saves-18-b-on-fertiliser-subsidies-but-no-reform-planned/article7616387.ece
http://mrunal.org/2014/08/economic-survey-ch8-agriculture-fertilizer-nutrient-based-subsidy-nbs-budget-2014-fund.html#388
http://mrunal.org/2014/08/economic-survey-ch8-agriculture-fertilizer-nutrient-based-subsidy-nbs-budget-2014-fund.html#388
http://mrunal.org/2014/08/economic-survey-ch8-agriculture-fertilizer-nutrient-based-subsidy-nbs-budget-2014-fund.html#388
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http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/maharashtra-curbs-criticism-of-politicians/article7617105.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/maharashtra-curbs-criticism-of-politicians/article7617105.ece


5. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. It is one of the oldest living theatrical 

traditions 

2. It represents a synthesis of Sanskrit 

classicism and reflects the local 

traditions 

3. Neta abhinaya (eye expression) and 

hasta abhinaya (the language of 

gestures) are prominent 

4. A single act  may take days to 

perform and a complete performance 

may last up to 40 days 

The above statements, with reference to 

a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage 

of India, are a description of: 

 

  a. Mudiyett 

  b. Ramman 

  c. Kutiyattam 

  d. Kathakiyettam 

 

Ans: c. 

 

September 4th – PIB: “Dr. Mahesh 

Sharma condoles the demise of eminent 

Kutiyattam exponent Guru Kidangoor 

Rama Chakyar” 

 

http://www.pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRele

ase.aspx 

— 

http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/RL/0

0010 

 

6. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Aerobic Rice Cultivation 

method: 

 

1. Water productivity is reported to be 

higher in aerobic rice cultivation 

method than the conventional 

method. 

2. Aerobic rice cultivation leads to 

increased weed growth. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. 1 and 2 Both 

  d. Neither 1 or 2 

 

Answer: c. 

 

Reference: 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/agri-

business/aerobic-rice-cultivation-

reduces-water-

usage/article7648721.ece. 

 

7. Consider the following statements 

regarding Mohiniyattam: 

 

1. It is meant to be performed as solo 

recitals by women. 

2. It follows the Hastha 

Lakshanadeepika, a textbook for 

Mudras. 

3. The vocal music for Mohiniyattam is 

classical Carnatic. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. All 

 

Answer: d. 

 

Reference: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohiniyat

tam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx
http://www.pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/RL/00010
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/RL/00010
http://www.thehindu.com/business/agri-business/aerobic-rice-cultivation-reduces-water-usage/article7648721.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/agri-business/aerobic-rice-cultivation-reduces-water-usage/article7648721.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/agri-business/aerobic-rice-cultivation-reduces-water-usage/article7648721.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/agri-business/aerobic-rice-cultivation-reduces-water-usage/article7648721.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohiniyattam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohiniyattam


8. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India (FSSAI): 

 

1. It is a statutory organization headed 

by the union Minister of Health and 

family Welfare. 

2. It lays down mechanisms and 

guidelines for accreditation of 

certification bodies engaged in 

certification of food safety 

management system for food 

businesses. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Both 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Answer: b. 

 

Explanation: The Chairperson of Food 

Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI) is appointed by the 

Government of India. The Chairperson 

is in the rank of Secretary to 

Government of India. 



1. Which of the following statements about 

Electronic Transactions in India are 

true? 

 

1. The Electronic Transaction Systems 

Act, 2007 governs this area 

2. It is the government’s policy to 

incentivise it and disincentivise cash 

transactions 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. Both 1 and 2 

  d. Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: b. 

 

The Payment and Settlements Systems 

(PSS) Act, 2007 governs this area. 

 

The RuPay card has been rolled out with 

the intention to incentivize e-

transactions and RBI has been 

constantly pushing for e-transactions. 

These are some among many other 

instances to justify statement 2. 

 

The FM’s statement in this year’s budget 

and 2-page Draft Proposals on 

facilitating Electronic Transactions can 

be found on this webpage: 

https://mygov.in/group-issue/draft-

proposals-facilitating-electronic-

transactions/ 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/share-of-epayments-

grows/article7619739.ece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The Balkan route which many Syrian 

refugees have of late used to migrate into 

the European Union comprises which of 

the following list of countries? 

 

  a. Turkey, Greece, Serbia, and Austria 

  b. Turkey, Hungary, Italy and Austria 

  c. Greece, Albania, Hungary and 

Slovakia 

  d. Greece, Romania, Slovakia and 

Czech Republic 

 

Ans: a. 

 

All four countries in option ‘a’ are a part 

of the Balkan route. 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-

europe-34039968 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/internat

ional/world/why-the-syrian-refugee-

crisis-has-become-so-

bad/article7620284.ece 

 

3. Which of the following statements with 

regard to ‘geo-fencing’ are incorrect? 

 

1. These are virtual barriers whose 

geographical boundaries are defined 

with the help of Global Positioning 

Systems only 

2. It can be of utility to the Public 

Distribution System because when a 

truck driver breaks from his route, 

automatic alerts are received by the 

concerned department 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 2 Both 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: a. 

 

https://mygov.in/group-issue/draft-proposals-facilitating-electronic-transactions/
https://mygov.in/group-issue/draft-proposals-facilitating-electronic-transactions/
https://mygov.in/group-issue/draft-proposals-facilitating-electronic-transactions/
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/share-of-epayments-grows/article7619739.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/share-of-epayments-grows/article7619739.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/share-of-epayments-grows/article7619739.ece
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34039968
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34039968
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/world/why-the-syrian-refugee-crisis-has-become-so-bad/article7620284.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/world/why-the-syrian-refugee-crisis-has-become-so-bad/article7620284.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/world/why-the-syrian-refugee-crisis-has-become-so-bad/article7620284.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/world/why-the-syrian-refugee-crisis-has-become-so-bad/article7620284.ece


These are virtual barriers whose 

geographical boundaries are defined 

with the help of Global Positioning 

Systems and Radio-Frequency-

Identification. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/railways-isro-tie-up-for-improving-

safety/article7621817.ece 

— 

http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/g

eofencing 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. ‘Endo-atmosphere’ refers to the 

Troposphere and the Stratosphere as 

one atmospheric block 

2. ‘Exo-atmosphere’ refers to the space 

beyond Stratosphere as one 

atmospheric block 

3. The above two terms are used in 

defining missile defence battle space 

boundaries 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? 

 

  a. 1 and 3 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1,2 and 3 

  d. 3 Only 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/space/sys

tems/endo.htm 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/floating-test-range-for-missile-defence-

system/article7622922.ece 

 

5. With reference to ‘W20’ which was 

recently in the news, consider the 

following statements: 

 

1. Also known as ‘World-20’, it is 

similar to the G-20 but each of the 6-

inhabited continents are near-equally 

represented either by 3 or 4 countries 

2. It has been launched by the IMF 

3. India and China are members 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? 

 

  a. 2 and 3 Only 

  b. 1,2 and 3 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. 3 Only 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/ne

ws/economy/policy/g20-launches-w20-

grouping-for-gender-inclusive-

economic-

growth/articleshow/48843857.cms 

 

6. Which of the following statements with 

regard to the Goods and Services Tax 

(GST) are incorrect? 

 

1. It will consist of a Central GST, State 

GST and an Integrated GST (IGST) 

2. Imports will be regarded as interstate 

good and services-supplies, hence 

along with customs duty the IGST 

will be applicable 

3. It is a destination-based tax concept 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 and 3 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 2 Only 

  d. All are correct 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Economic Survey 2014-15 Volume 2, 

Box 2.2 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/govt-makes-one-more-bid-to-get-gst-

bill-through/article7622557.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/railways-isro-tie-up-for-improving-safety/article7621817.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/railways-isro-tie-up-for-improving-safety/article7621817.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/railways-isro-tie-up-for-improving-safety/article7621817.ece
http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/geofencing
http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/geofencing
http://www.globalsecurity.org/space/systems/endo.htm
http://www.globalsecurity.org/space/systems/endo.htm
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/floating-test-range-for-missile-defence-system/article7622922.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/floating-test-range-for-missile-defence-system/article7622922.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/floating-test-range-for-missile-defence-system/article7622922.ece
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1. Since 2000 global Greenhouse Gas 

(GHG) emissions have been growing in 

all sectors, except: 

 

  a. Agriculture, forestry, and other land 

use (AFOLU) 

  b. Electricity and Heat Production 

  b. Electricity and Heat Production c. 

Transport 

  d. Buildings 

 

Ans: a. 

 

Page 122, Economic Survey Volume 2, 

Section 8.10 under “Global GHG 

Emissions from Major Sectors and 

Countries” 

 

2. The Inner Line Permit (ILP) system 

exists in which of the following list of 

North-East Indian states? 

 

  a. Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh and 

Nagaland 

  b. Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and 

Nagaland 

  c. Sikkim, Tripura and Meghalaya 

  d. Tripura, Meghalaya and Nagaland 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/t

he-cry-for-an-inner-line-permit-

system/article7622240.ece 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 

the ‘National Payments Corporation of 

India’ (NCPI): 

 

1. It is the umbrella institution for all of 

the country’s retail payment systems 

2. It is a body promoted by the Reserve 

Bank of India 

3. It has been incorporated under the 

Companies Act, 2013 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Both 

  d) 1,2 and 3 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/npci

s-epaymentliteracy-

initiative/article7625831.ece 

— 

http://www.npci.org.in/RuPayBackgrou

nd.aspx 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. The Spices Board, India is under the 

aegis of the Ministry of Agriculture 

2. ‘Flavourit Spice Trading Limited’ is 

a Spices Board enterprise 

3. At present, the Spices Board has set 

up signature stalls only within India 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 1 and 3 Only 

  c. 2 and 3 Only 

  d. 1,2 and 3 

 

Ans: c. 

 

Beware! By prelims-2016, the Spices 

board may have set up foreign stalls. 

 

http://www.indianspices.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/npcis-epaymentliteracy-initiative/article7625831.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/npcis-epaymentliteracy-initiative/article7625831.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/npcis-epaymentliteracy-initiative/article7625831.ece
http://www.indianspices.com/


5. Consider the following statements about 

naval ships: 

 

1. Cruisers’ main role is to assist 

amphibious expeditionary forces and 

replenish groups and merchant 

convoys 

2. Destroyers have traditionally been 

utilized in anti-submarine warfare 

3. Frigates are seaborne platforms of 

sophisticated modern guided-missile 

systems 

Which of the above statements are 

incorrect? 

 

  a. 2 and 3 Only 

  b. 1,2 and 3 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. 3 Only 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/relia

nce-defence-signs-mou-with-abu-dhabi-

ship-building/article7625830.ece 

— 

http://www.navy.com/about/equipment/

vessels/cruisers.html 

 

6. Which of the following are correctly 

matched? 

 

(Dance-

Drama)/(Folk 

theatre) 
State 

1.  Bhavai Gujarat 

2.  Theyyam 
Tamil 

Nadu 

3.  Kalaripayattu Kerala 

 

Choose the correct answer using the 

codes given below: 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 3 Only 

  d. 1 and 3 Only 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Reference: 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/performingart.ph

p. 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/reliance-defence-signs-mou-with-abu-dhabi-ship-building/article7625830.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/reliance-defence-signs-mou-with-abu-dhabi-ship-building/article7625830.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/reliance-defence-signs-mou-with-abu-dhabi-ship-building/article7625830.ece
http://www.navy.com/about/equipment/vessels/cruisers.html
http://www.navy.com/about/equipment/vessels/cruisers.html
http://ccrtindia.gov.in/performingart.php
http://ccrtindia.gov.in/performingart.php


1. Consider the following statements 

regarding Amogha-1: 

 

1. It is an indigenously developed anti – 

submarine missile. 

2. It was developed by DRDO. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. 1 and 2 Both 

  d. Neither 1 or 2 

 

Answer: d. 

 

Explanation: It is an Anti-Tank Guided 

Missile developed by Bharat Dynamics 

Limited (BDL). 

 

Reference: 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/citie

s/hyderabad/Bharat-Heavy-Dynamics-

Test-Fires-Indigenous-Anti-tank-

Missile/2015/09/15/article3029806.ece 

 

2. The G4 group includes: 

 

1. Japan 

2. Germany 

3. Brazil 

4. India 

5. China 

6. South Africa 

Choose the correct answer using the 

codes given below: 

 

  a. 1,2,3 and 4 Only 

  b. 2,3,4 and 5 Only 

  c. 1,3, 4 and 5 Only 

  d. 1,2,4 and 6 Only 

 

Answer: a. 

 

Reference: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G4_nation

s. 

 

3. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Man Booker Prize for 

fiction: 

 

1. It is awarded each year for the best 

original novel, written in the English 

language, and published in the UK. 

2. It is open to any citizen writing in the 

English language. 

3. It carries a cash prize. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. All are correct 

 

Ans: d 

 

  

4. With reference to ‘Bharat Sanchar 

Nigam Limited’ (BSNL), which of the 

following statements are incorrect? 

 

1. It runs operations across the country 

except in Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai 

and Kolkata 

2. It is one of the top loss-making 

Central Public Sector Enterprises 

along with Air India Limited 

Select the correct answer from the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. 1 and 2 Both 

  d. Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: a. 

 

BSNL runs operations across the 

country except in Delhi and Mumbai. 
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http://bsnl.in/opencms/bsnl/BSNL/abou

t_us/company/about_bsnl.html 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/bsnl-eyes-rs42000-crore-revenue-

by-201819-for-

turnaround/article7625829.ece 

 

5. What is the primary responsibility of the 

United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC)? 

 

  a. To promote and maintain amity 

between member nations of the UN 

General Assembly 

  b. To avert a third world war 

  c. To maintain international peace and 

security 

  d. To prevent civil wars 

 

Ans: c. 

 

6. Which of the following statements about 

the United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC) are true? 

 

1. Each of its 10 members have one vote 

2. Not only can it resort to imposing 

sanctions, it can even authorize the 

use of force 

3. It recommends to the United Nations 

General Assembly (UNGA) the 

admission of new Members to the 

United Nations 

4. Together with the UNGA, it elects 

the judges of the International Court 

of Justice 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1, 2 and 3 Only 

  b. 2, 3 and 4 Only 

  c. 1, 3 and 4 Only 

  d. All 

 

Ans: b. 

 

References for both questions on the 

UNSC: 

 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/ 

 

— 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/internat

ional/world/un-security-council-is-

failing-syria-ban-kimoon-

admits/article7626382.ece 

 

7. The recent directive to ban the import of 

Ammonium Nitrate in loose form was 

given by the 

 

  a. Ministry of Chemicals and 

Fertilizers 

  b. Department of Industrial Policy and 

Promotion 

  c. Ministry of Home Affairs 

  d. Ministry of Agriculture 

 

Ans: c. 

 

It has been banned (loose form of AN) 

on the ground that it poses threat to 

national security. 

 

AN, lying scattered on the wharf, also 

poses risk of explosion like the recent 

one at port of Tianjin in China. It is so 

dangerous that the Home Ministry, in its 

latest order, has made it mandatory to 

make provision for two arm guards with 

GPS system to provide security for 

vehicles transporting AN inside India. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/govt-bans-import-of-ammonium-

nitrate-in-loose-

form/article7629926.ece 

 

 

 

 

http://bsnl.in/opencms/bsnl/BSNL/about_us/company/about_bsnl.html
http://bsnl.in/opencms/bsnl/BSNL/about_us/company/about_bsnl.html
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/bsnl-eyes-rs42000-crore-revenue-by-201819-for-turnaround/article7625829.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/bsnl-eyes-rs42000-crore-revenue-by-201819-for-turnaround/article7625829.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/bsnl-eyes-rs42000-crore-revenue-by-201819-for-turnaround/article7625829.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/bsnl-eyes-rs42000-crore-revenue-by-201819-for-turnaround/article7625829.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/govt-bans-import-of-ammonium-nitrate-in-loose-form/article7629926.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/govt-bans-import-of-ammonium-nitrate-in-loose-form/article7629926.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/govt-bans-import-of-ammonium-nitrate-in-loose-form/article7629926.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/govt-bans-import-of-ammonium-nitrate-in-loose-form/article7629926.ece


8. The World Bank’s goals are to 

 

1. End extreme poverty within a 

generation (by 2030) 

2. Boost shared prosperity 

3. To promote greater equity in the 

developing world 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. All 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Such questions usually appear directly in 

the form of options a, b, c or d and not 

with sub-options as in the above case. 

 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feat

ure/2013/04/17/ending_extreme_povert

y_and_promoting_shared_prosperity 

— 

Questions 2, 3 and 4 are associated with 

the following article: 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/cleaning-coal-instead-of-wishing-it-

away/article7629879.ece 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2013/04/17/ending_extreme_poverty_and_promoting_shared_prosperity
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2013/04/17/ending_extreme_poverty_and_promoting_shared_prosperity
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2013/04/17/ending_extreme_poverty_and_promoting_shared_prosperity
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/cleaning-coal-instead-of-wishing-it-away/article7629879.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/cleaning-coal-instead-of-wishing-it-away/article7629879.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/cleaning-coal-instead-of-wishing-it-away/article7629879.ece


1. Consider the following statements about 

coal-fired power plants: 

 

1. Their current average global 

efficiency rate is about 33% 

2. Supercritical and Ultra-supercritical 

technology driven coal combustion 

systems operate at relatively higher 

temperatures and pressures than 

conventional ones 

Which of the above statements are true? 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. 1 and 2 Both 

  d. Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.worldcoal.org/coal-the-

environment/coal-use-the-

environment/improving-efficiencies/ 

 

2. Which of the following processes of 

‘Clean Coal Technology’ is/are correct? 

 

1. Coal washing removes unwanted 

minerals by mixing crushed coal with 

a liquid and allowing the impurities 

to separate and settle 

2. Wet scrubbers remove sulfur dioxide 

by spraying flue gas with limestone 

and water 

3. Gasification, which produces syngas, 

avoids burning coal altogether 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 and 3 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 2 Only 

  d. All 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://science.howstuffworks.com/envir

onmental/green-science/clean-coal.htm 

 

3. With reference to the ‘Internet 

Corporation for Assigned Names and 

Numbers’ (ICANN), which of the 

following statements are true? 

 

1. It is a non-profit organization 

2. It has responsibility for Internet 

Protocol (IP) address space 

allocation 

3. Functions that were earlier 

performed by Internet Assigned 

Numbers Authority (IANA) under 

United States Government are now in 

ICANN’s domain 

Select the correct answer from the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. All are correct 

 

Ans: d. 

 

“India Favours Multi-Stakeholder 

Model for Internet Governance 

Mechanisms” 

 

http://www.pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRele

ase.aspx 

— 

https://www.icann.org/get-started 

 

4. What is an ‘Ultra Marathon’? 

 

  a. It is a footrace which covers a 

distance of 574 Km in 11 days 

  b. It is any footrace longer than the 

traditional marathon length 

  c. It is a traditional marathon in which 

no documentation is made of any person 

who fails to cover the distance in under 

4 hours 

  d. It is a 100-km footrace 

http://www.pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx
http://www.pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx
https://www.icann.org/get-started


 

Ans: b. 

 

Indian Air Force is organizing an Ultra 

Marathon from Air Force Station 

Pathankot to Air Force Station Hindon 

covering a distance of around 574 Km in 

11 days on the occasion of the Golden 

Jubilee of 1965 Indo-Pak war. 

 

http://www.pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRele

ase.aspx 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ultramara

thon 

 

5. The state of Uttarkhand recently 

observed ‘Himalaya Diwas’. What is 

this day’s significance? 

 

  a. It aims to transform the conservation 

of Himalayan ecosystem into a public 

campaign 

  b. Initiated in 2010 by the South Asia 

Network on Dams, Rivers and People 

(SANDRP), it aims to highlight the harm 

caused by man-made structures 

especially dams 

  c. It is a Hindu festival celebrated by all 

in the state, to mark the birth of 

Himalayas 

  d. It marks the beginning of trekking 

season in the state 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/call-for-conservation-of-himalayan-

ecosystems/article7633960.ece 

http://www.pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx
http://www.pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ultramarathon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ultramarathon
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/call-for-conservation-of-himalayan-ecosystems/article7633960.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/call-for-conservation-of-himalayan-ecosystems/article7633960.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/call-for-conservation-of-himalayan-ecosystems/article7633960.ece


1. Who among the following are regarded 

as the bulwarks of the democratic 

system of government in India? 

 

1. Supreme Court 

2. President 

3. Comptroller and Auditor General 

4. Union Public Service Commission 

5. National Human Rights Commission 

6. Central Information Commission 

7. Election Commission 

Select the correct answer from the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1,2,4,and 6 

  b. 1,2,6 and 7 

  c. 1,3,4 and 5 

  d. 1,3,4 and 7 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Page 45.1, Indian Polity by M 

Laxmikanth 4th Edition 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/make-cag-accountable-to-parliament-

pac/article7634207.ece 

 

2. How can the Comptroller and Auditor 

General (CAG) be removed from office? 

 

  a. He can be removed by the Prime 

Minister on the basis of a resolution 

passed to that effect by both Houses of 

the Parliament with special majority 

  b. He can be removed by the President 

on same grounds and in the same manner 

as a judge of the Supreme Court 

  c. Both Houses of the Parliament must 

pass a resolution to that effect by special 

majority after which the Union Finance 

Minister terminates the CAG 

  d. The Public Accounts Committee 

submits a report on the matter to the 

President who then takes the decision to 

terminate the CAG 

 

Ans: b. 

 

Page 45.1, Indian Polity by M 

Laxmikanth 4th Edition 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/make-cag-accountable-to-parliament-

pac/article7634207.ece 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 

the Comptroller and Auditor General: 

 

1. He is responsible only to the 

Parliament 

2. He is an agent of the Parliament 

3. One of his roles is to uphold the 

Constitution of India 

Which of the above statements are 

incorrect? 

 

  a. 1 and 3 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 3 Only 

  d. All are correct 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Page 45.3 – Role of the CAG – Indian 

Polity by M Laxmikanth 4th Edition 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/make-cag-accountable-to-parliament-

pac/article7634207.ece 

 

4. Which of the following statements are 

true about the Vienna Convention on 

Diplomatic Relations, 1961? 

 

1. “Diplomatic immunity” can never be 

violated by the host nation 

2. A diplomat’s private residence 

enjoys the same protection as an 

embassy in the host nation 

3. The host nation at any time and for 

any reason can declare a diplomat to 

be “persona non grata” 



Select the correct answer from the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. All are correct 

 

Ans: b. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diplomati

c_immunity 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/diplomat-has-

immunity/article7634680.ece 

 

5. Consider the following statements about 

the “Sovereign Gold Bonds Scheme”: 

 

1. It will help in maintaining the 

country’s Current Account Deficit 

within sustainable limits 

2. The actual amount of issuance of 

bonds will be determined by the 

Ministry of Finance 

3. Not more than 500g worth of bonds 

can be bought by an individual in a 

financial year 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? Select the answer using the 

codes given below: 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. All 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“Introduction of Sovereign Gold Bonds 

Scheme” 

 

http://www.pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRele

ase.aspx 

 

6. Historically, there have been three 

modes of escape from under-

development. These are: 

 

1. Geology 

2. Geography 

3. Coding 

4. Jeans 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 and 4 Only 

  b. 2 and 4 Only 

  c. 1,2 and 4 Only 

  d. 4 Only 

 

Ans: c. 

 

Page 103, Volume 1 – Economic Survey 

2014-15; 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/colu

mns/Economy_Watch/utilising-msmes-

as-engines-for-

growth/article7637948.ece 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diplomatic_immunity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diplomatic_immunity
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/diplomat-has-immunity/article7634680.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/diplomat-has-immunity/article7634680.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/diplomat-has-immunity/article7634680.ece


1. Which of the following statements about 

the MUDRA Bank are correct? 

 

1. This is one of the two entities to have 

been granted a full-banking 

operations’ license recently 

2. It is to be set up through an enactment 

of law 

3. In lending, priority will be given to 

SC/ST enterprises 

4. MUDRA Bank will refinance Micro-

Finance Institutions 

Select the answer using the codes given 

below: 

 

  a. 1,2,and 3 

  b. 2 and4 

  c. 2,3 and 4 

  d. 1 Only 

 

Ans: c. 

 

This question has been framed with 

respect to the topic of MSMEs: 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/colu

mns/Economy_Watch/utilising-msmes-

as-engines-for-

growth/article7637948.ece 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=117522 

 

 

2. With reference to the Mines and 

Minerals (Development and Regulation) 

Amendment Act, 2015 which of the 

following statements are incorrect? 

 

1. It provides for the creation of a 

District Mineral Foundation (DMF) 

and a National Mineral Extraction 

Trust (NMET) 

2. Mining leases can be renewed 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. Both 1 and 2 

  d. Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: c. 

 

It provides for the creation of a District 

Mineral Foundation (DMF) and a 

National Mineral Exploration Trust 

(NMET). 

 

For all minerals other than coal, lignite 

and atomic minerals, mining leases shall 

be granted for a period of 50 years. All 

mining leases granted for such minerals 

before the Bill, shall be valid for 50 

years.  On expiry of the lease, instead of 

being renewed, the leases shall be put up 

for auction, as specified in the Act. 

 

3. Which of the following statements with 

reference to elections in India is/are 

true? 

 

1. State Legislatures can also make 

provisions with respect to all matters 

relating to election to the state 

legislatures 

2. Ballot papers are officially not to be 

used in any constituency 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. Both 1 and 2 

  d. Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: a. 

 

Chapter 65, Page 65.2, “Elections”, 

Indian Polity by M Laxmikanth 

 

This question has been framed with 

reference to coming into force of the 

Model Code of Conduct in Bihar. 



 

In case the number of contesting 

candidates goes beyond 64 in any 

constituency, EVMs cannot be used in 

such a constituency. The conventional 

method of voting by means of ballot box 

and ballot paper will have to be adopted 

in such a constituency. 

 

http://eci.nic.in/eci_main1/evm.aspx 

 

4. With among the following are official 

languages of the United Nations? 

 

1. Hindi 

2. French 

3. Chinese 

4. Spanish 

5. Russian 

6. Arabic 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1,2,3,4 and 5 Only 

  b. 2, 3,4 and 5 Only 

  c. 1,2,4 and 5 Only 

  d. 2,3,4,5 and 6 Only 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-

un/official-languages/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. With reference to the United Nations 

(UN) official languages, which of the 

following statements are correct? 

 

1. All UN documents are issued in all 

six official languages 

2. To be categorized as an ‘official 

language’, at least two-thirds of the 

member states of the UN must vote in 

favour 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. Both 1 and 2 

  d. Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: b. 

 

Most of the UN documents are issued in 

all six official languages. 

 

Last month, addressing the media ahead 

of the World Hindi Conference, Union 

External Affairs Minister, Sushma 

Swaraj, revealed that the Centre was 

actively trying to get 129 votes in the 

United Nations to make Hindi an official 

language of the international body. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/hindi-as-an-official-language-of-the-

un/article7638015.ece 



1. Indian Generic Drugs are estimated to 

account for 85 per cent share in the 

domestic pharma-market by 2020. What 

could the reasons be? 

 

1. Patent Cliffs 

2. Availability of cheap labour 

3. Prevalence of lifestyle diseases 

4. Rapid growth in recent past, in 

doctors prescribing generics 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below. 

 

  a. 3 and 4 Only 

  b. 2 and 4 Only 

  c. 1,2 and 3 Only 

  d. All the above 

 

Ans: c. 

 

Doctors prescribing generics in lesser 

than expected numbers is a cause for 

worry. This is one of the main reasons 

why the Government has launched the 

Jan Aushadhi campaign. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/pharmaceuticals-generics-to-

double-in-five-years/article7642444.ece 

— 

http://www.investopedia.com/terms/p/p

atent-cliff.asp 

 

2. Consider the following statements about 

the Foreign Investment Promotion 

Board (FIPB): 

 

1. Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 

proposals that fall under automatic 

route do not require prior scrutiny by 

it, but approval as a formality is a 

must 

2. It is under the Department of 

Industrial Policy and Promotion but 

reports directly to the Cabinet 

Committee on Investments 

3. It was initially constituted in the 

1980s 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 

proposals that fall under automatic route 

do not require prior approval by FIPB, 

but are subject to only sectoral laws. 

 

http://fipb.gov.in/AboutUs.aspx 

— 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/e

conomy/fipb-clears-14-fdi-

proposals/article7641358.ece 

 

3. With reference to ‘Odissi’, a classical 

dance of India, which of the following 

statements are incorrect? 

 

1. It has its origin in the temples of 

Odisha 

2. It includes both Tandava and Lasya 

elements 

Choose the correct answer: 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. Both 1 and 2 

  d. Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.orissatourism.org/orissa-

dance-and-music/odissi-dance.html 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/other-states/iitbhubaneswar-to-train-

students-in-odissi-

too/article7642531.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/pharmaceuticals-generics-to-double-in-five-years/article7642444.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/pharmaceuticals-generics-to-double-in-five-years/article7642444.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/pharmaceuticals-generics-to-double-in-five-years/article7642444.ece
http://www.investopedia.com/terms/p/patent-cliff.asp
http://www.investopedia.com/terms/p/patent-cliff.asp
http://fipb.gov.in/AboutUs.aspx
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/fipb-clears-14-fdi-proposals/article7641358.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/fipb-clears-14-fdi-proposals/article7641358.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/fipb-clears-14-fdi-proposals/article7641358.ece
http://www.orissatourism.org/orissa-dance-and-music/odissi-dance.html
http://www.orissatourism.org/orissa-dance-and-music/odissi-dance.html
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/iitbhubaneswar-to-train-students-in-odissi-too/article7642531.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/iitbhubaneswar-to-train-students-in-odissi-too/article7642531.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/iitbhubaneswar-to-train-students-in-odissi-too/article7642531.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/iitbhubaneswar-to-train-students-in-odissi-too/article7642531.ece


4. With reference to the Securities and 

Exchange Board of India (SEBI), 

consider the following statements: 

 

1. It came into being in 1988 

2. The SEBI Act was enacted on April 

12, 1992 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. Both 1 and 2 

  d. Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/sebi-at-25-still-on-a-learning-

curve/article4772792.ece 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/sebi

-notifies-norms-for-anchor-investors-in-

public-offers/article7642452.ece 

 

5. In the pre-SEBI days, capital market 

regulation was the responsibility of 

 

  a. Reserve Bank of India 

  b. Capital Markets Corporation of India 

  c. Controller of Capital Issues 

  d. There was no capital market in pre-

SEBI days 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/sebi-at-25-still-on-a-learning-

curve/article4772792.ece 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/sebi

-notifies-norms-for-anchor-investors-in-

public-offers/article7642452.ece 

 

 

 

6. Which of the following statements about 

the ‘#100Women Initiative’ are correct? 

 

1. It has been launched by the Union 

Ministry of Women and Child 

Development in collaboration with 

Facebook 

2. 100 women will be selected through 

Facebook, to be provided financial 

and technical assistance on the basis 

of their potential to become 

successful entrepreneurs 

Select the correct answer from the codes 

given below. 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. Both 1 and 2 

  d. Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=126816 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/sebi-at-25-still-on-a-learning-curve/article4772792.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/sebi-at-25-still-on-a-learning-curve/article4772792.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/sebi-at-25-still-on-a-learning-curve/article4772792.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/sebi-notifies-norms-for-anchor-investors-in-public-offers/article7642452.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/sebi-notifies-norms-for-anchor-investors-in-public-offers/article7642452.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/sebi-notifies-norms-for-anchor-investors-in-public-offers/article7642452.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/sebi-at-25-still-on-a-learning-curve/article4772792.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/sebi-at-25-still-on-a-learning-curve/article4772792.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/sebi-at-25-still-on-a-learning-curve/article4772792.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/sebi-notifies-norms-for-anchor-investors-in-public-offers/article7642452.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/sebi-notifies-norms-for-anchor-investors-in-public-offers/article7642452.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/sebi-notifies-norms-for-anchor-investors-in-public-offers/article7642452.ece


1. Which one of the following countries 

does not open out to the Red Sea? 

 

  a. Sudan 

  b. Eritrea 

  c. Saudi Arabia 

  d. Ethiopia 

 

Ans: d. 

 

 
 

2. The monthly compilation of the Index of 

Industrial Production is an activity 

carried out by the 

 

  a. Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

  b. Department of Economic Affairs, 

Ministry of Finance 

  c. National Sample Survey Office, 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation 

  d. Central Statistical Office, Ministry 

of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation 

 

Ans: d. 

 

The Central Statistical Office which is 

one of the two wings of the National 

Statistical Organisation (NSO) is 

responsible for coordination of 

statistical activities in the country and 

for evolving and maintaining statistical 

standards. Its activities include: 

compilation of National Accounts; 

conduct of Annual Survey of Industries 

and Economic Censuses, compilation of 

Index of Industrial Production, as well as 

Consumer Price Indices. It also deals 

with various social statistics, training, 

international cooperation, Industrial 

Classification etc. 

 

http://mospi.nic.in/Mospi_New/site/inn

er.aspx?status=2&menu_id=92 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/industrial-production-witness-42-

per-cent-growth-in-

july/article7642367.ece 

 

3. With reference to ‘Paryushan’, which of 

the following is/are correct? 

 

1. Its objectives are similar to those in 

the practice of Santhara 

2. Its origins lay in historical 

agricultural lifestyles, specifically in 

avoidance of killing insects in the 

post-monsoon period when there was 

a break in agricultural work 

3. Both, Shvetambars as well as 

Digambars observe the ritual 

Choose the correct answer: 

 

  

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. All are correct 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.ibnlive.com/news/buzz/ther

e-may-be-an-outrage-on-meat-ban-but-

the-jain-festival-paryushan-is-the-most-

peaceful-of-all-festivals-1091978.html 

— 

http://www.parliamentofreligions.org/c

ontent/global-jains-begin-paryushan 



 

4. Which among the following statements 

about the ‘Indian Roller’ is correct? 

 

  a) It is the official Indian Spices-

standards document prepared by the 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

  b) It is the state bird of Telangana and 

an endangered species 

  c) It is a road-map prepared by the 

Ministry of Steel to double the rolling 

stock of steel by 2019 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

The Indian Roller is the state bird of 

Telangana, but not an endangered 

species. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/

hyderabad/Papapitta-the-state-bird-of-

four-states-at-risk-of-being-illegally-

captured-by-poachers-for-

Dusshera/articleshow/48912175.cms 

 

5. Consider the following statements about 

‘tax expenditure’: 

 

1. It is an indicator of revenue foregone 

2. It is the quantum of revenue that has 

been waived by the government 

3. Positive externalities by the way of 

ancillary economic gains due to the 

progress of any sector are factored in 

the determination of revenue 

foregone 

Which of the above statements are 

incorrect? 

 

  a. 1 and 3 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 2 Only 

  d. 3 Only 

 

Ans: b. 

 

Though also known as ‘revenue 

foregone’, it does not imply that this 

quantum of revenue has been waived by 

the government. Rather, in some cases, 

this could be seen as targeted incentives 

for the promotion of certain sectors that 

may not otherwise, in the absence of 

such incentives, have come up. Further, 

the positive externalities by the way of 

ancillary economic gains due to the 

progress of any sector are also not 

factored in the determination of revenue 

foregone of any sector. 

 

Economic Survey 2014-15, Volume 2 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Eco

nomy/policymakers-need-to-change-

regulatory-mindset-

jaitley/article7646063.ece 

 

6. Which of the following statements about 

‘Codex Alimentarius’ is/are true? 

 

1. It is an internationally recognised 

body for determining international 

food standards 

2. It is a non-governmental organization 

which actively engages with 

governments 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below. 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. Both 1 and 2 

  Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://www.codexalimentarius.org/abou

t-codex/en/ 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/global-meet-to-fix-quality-

standards-for-10-

spices/article7646052.ece 



1. Which of the following statements about 

‘Lok Adalats’ is/are correct? 

 

1. Cases at pre-litigation stage and those 

pending in courts are taken up for 

settlement 

2. Decisions taken here are selectively 

permitted for appeal in High Courts 

3. These do not deal with criminal cases 

Select the answer using codes given 

below: 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 1 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 and 2 Only 

  d. None of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=126866 

 

2. Uniting for Consensus’, often seen in the 

news, is 

 

  a) A strategy to tackle climate change 

in the pre-2020 period, an outcome of 

the 5th Assessment Report of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change 

  b) A strategy of the European Union to 

tackle the inflow of migrants and 

refugees 

  c) A movement led by the PEGIDA 

group, against the perceived threat to 

German culture posed by immigrants 

and asylum-seekers 

  d) A movement under the leadership of 

Italy, which aims to counter the bids for 

permanent seats proposed by G4 nations 

(Brazil, Germany, India and Japan) 

 

Ans: d. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniting_f

or_Consensus 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/un-reforms-process-

reaches-crucial-stage-

today/article7649700.ece 

 

3. With reference to the ‘Rajbhasha 

awards’, which of the following 

statements is/are incorrect? 

 

1. It is an award scheme for original 

book writing in Hindi on culture 

2. It is an award scheme for original 

book writing in any of the languages 

mentioned in the 8th Schedule on 

culture 

3. Any Indian citizen is eligible for the 

award, if other conditions are met 

Select the answer using the codes given 

below: 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. 1 and 3 Only 

  d. 2 and 3 Only 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.indiaculture.nic.in/schemes

awardsrajbhasha 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=126864 

 

 

 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 

the ‘Mohiniyattam’ dance: 

 

1. The costumes are brightly coloured, 

likely having sought inspiration from 

those of Kathakali 

2. Its predominant style is Lasya 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? Select the answer using the 

codes given below: 

 



  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: b. 

 

http://kathakalischool.com/mohiniyatta

m.html 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/satyabhama-who-

reinvented-mohiniyattam-passes-

away/article7649688.ece 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. District Election Officers supervise 

the election work of their respective 

districts 

2. Returning officers of their respective 

assembly constituencies are 

responsible for conduct of elections 

3. Presiding officers conduct the poll at 

polling stations 

4. Election Observers perform such 

functions as are entrusted to them by 

the Election Commission (EC) 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? 

 

  a. 1, 2 and 3 Only 

  b. 1, 3 and 4 Only 

  c. 2, 3 and 4 Only 

  d. All the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Chapter 65: Elections, Indian Polity by 

M Laxmikanth 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/elections/biha

r2015/bihar-assembly-elections-2015-

ec-to-hold-session-for-expenditure-

observers-on-

wednesday/article7651650.ece 

 

6. Consider the following list: 

 

1. Chief Electoral Officer 

2. District Election Officer 

3. Election Observers 

4. Electoral Registration Officer 

Who from the above list are members of 

the authority which conducts elections to 

the State Legislative Assemblies? 

 

  a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

  c. All the above 

  d. None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

The authority which conducts elections 

to the State Legislative Assemblies is the 

Election Commission. It is a three-

member body at present. 

 

http://eci.nic.in/eci_main1/election-

machinery.aspx 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/elections/biha

r2015/bihar-assembly-elections-2015-

ec-to-hold-session-for-expenditure-

observers-on-

wednesday/article7651650.ece 



1. The Election Machinery consists of a 

number of officers who ensure elections 

are conducted in a smooth manner. Who, 

from among the following officers, are 

not appointed by the Election 

Commission? 

 

  a) District Election Officers 

  b) Returning Officers 

  c) Presiding Officers 

  d) Election Observers 

 

Ans: c. 

 

Presiding and Polling officers are 

appointed by the Returning Officers. 

 

Chapter 65: Elections, Indian Polity by 

M Laxmikanth 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/elections/biha

r2015/bihar-assembly-elections-2015-

ec-to-hold-session-for-expenditure-

observers-on-

wednesday/article7651650.ece 

 

2. ‘Ease of doing business’ ranks 

economies from 1 to 189, with first place 

being the best. Who issues this ranking? 

 

  a) Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development 

  b) International Monetary Fund 

  c) World Bank Group 

  d) World Trade Organisation 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IC.

BUS.EASE.XQ 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/world-bank-ranks-gujarat-as-most-

investorfriendly-

state/article7652645.ece 

 

3. Which among the following statements 

about the Directorate General of 

Safeguards is/are true? 

 

1. It is under the Ministry of Commerce 

and Industry 

2. It investigates the existence of threat 

of market disruption to domestic 

industry as consequence of increased 

import of an article into India 

3. Safeguard duties are only 

recommended by it 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 1 and 2 Only 

  c. 2 and 3 Only 

  d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/centre-imposes-20-per-cent-

safeguard-duty-on-select-steel-

products/article7652383.ece 

 

http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-

cbec/info-act/dg/dg-safeguards 

 

4. The Haj Committee of India is 

 

  a) A statutory body under the Ministry 

of Minority Affairs 

  b) A body under the All India Muslim 

Majlis-e-Mushawarat (AIMMM), 

working in tandem with the Ministry of 

Minority Affairs 

  c) A statutory body under the Ministry 

of External Affairs 

  d) A body under the All India Muslim 

Majlis-e-Mushawarat (AIMMM), 

working in tandem with the Ministry of 

External Affairs 

 

Ans: c. 

 



http://www.hajcommittee.com/index.as

px 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. The Petroleum and Explosives Safety 

Organisation (PESO) is under the 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

2. The Explosives Control Bureau is 

under PESO 

3. State governments are at present 

allowed to enact their own laws to 

deal with possession and transport of 

explosives 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 1 and 3 Only 

  c. 2 and 3 Only 

  d. 2 Only 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edito

rial/a-blast-and-some-

questions/article7652360.ece 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/tamil-nadu/explosives-control-bureau-

need-of-the-hour/article5966961.ece 

 

6. With reference to India’s culture and 

tradition, what is ‘Kalaripayattu’? 

 

  (a) It is an ancient Bhakti cult of 

Shaivism still prevalent in some parts of 

South India 

  (b) It is an ancient style bronze and 

brasswork still found in southern part of 

Coromandel area 

  (c) It is an ancient form of dance-drama 

and a living tradition in the northern part 

of Malabar 

  (d) It is an ancient martial art and a 

living tradition in some parts of South 

India 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=126877 



1. What is the correct sequence of 

occurrence of the following cities in 

Europe as one proceeds from east to 

west? 

 

1. Munich 

2. Bucharest 

3. Vienna 

4. Budapest 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

 

  a. 2-4-1-3 

  b. 2-4-3-1 

  c. 4-3-2-1 

  d. 4-3-1-2 

 

Ans: b. 

 

Munich is in South Germany, not shown 

on the map: 

 

 

 
 

2. What is the correct sequence of 

occurrence of the following cities in 

Europe as one proceeds from south to 

north? 

 

  a) 1-4-2-3 

  b) 1-4-3-2 

  c) 3-4-1-2 

  d) 3-4-2-1 

 

Ans: b 

 

 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 

North Korea: 

 

1. It is a member of the United Nations 

2. It is estimated to have one of the 

largest global deposits of minerals 

and rare earth metals 

3. India has sent Parliamentary 

delegations to the country in the past 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/india-reaches-out-wants-to-upgrade-

ties-with-north-

korea/article7656332.ece 

 

4. Which of the following statements about 

‘Rare Earth Elements’ (REE) is/are 

incorrect? 

 

1. A group of seventeen chemical 

elements 

2. Often found together in geologic 

deposits due to the similarity of their 

properties 

3. Also referred to as “rare earth 

oxides” because many of them are 

sold in their oxide-state itself 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. 2 and 3 Only 

  d. None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

All statements are correct. 



 

http://geology.com/articles/rare-earth-

elements/ 

 

5. ‘G4’ that wants expansion of the U.N. 

Security Council and permanent seats 

for themselves does not comprise which 

of the following countries? 

 

  a) South Africa 

  b) Japan 

  c) Germany 

  d) Brazil 

 

Ans: a. 

 

G4 – Brazil, Germany, India and Japan 



1. Which one of the following is the best 

description of the term ‘philately’? 

 

  a) It is the study of stamps by stamp 

collectors recognized by the 

International Society of Worldwide 

Stamp Collectors (ISWSC) 

  b) It is the study of stamps and postal 

history and other related items 

  c) It is a specific term for the study of 

Indian Postal History 

  d) It is a specific term for the study of 

Postal History within the 

Commonwealth of Nations 

 

Ans: b. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philately 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/centre-firm-on-withdrawing-indira-

rajiv-stamps/article7660118.ece 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Pollutants from forest fires might 

cause a significant increase in ozone 

levels 

2. Carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons 

plus nitrogen oxides along with 

sunlight, are needed to make ozone 

Which of the above statements are 

incorrect? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: d 

 

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Featur

es/ContributionPollution/ 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-

34267071 

 

3. Which of the following statements about 

‘small banks’ are correct? 

 

1. Companies and Societies as well as 

resident individuals/professionals 

with ten years of experience in 

banking and finance are eligible to 

set them up 

2. Their area of operations will be 

restricted to contiguous districts in a 

homogenous cluster of States/Union 

Territories – this requirement may be 

exempted in some cases 

3. Unlike Payment Banks, they will 

primarily undertake basic banking 

activities of acceptance of deposits 

and lending 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/rbi-

sets-rs100-cr-floor-capital-for-

payments-small-

banks/article6221623.ece 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/rbi-allows-10-companies-to-set-up-

small-finance-banks/article7659997.ece 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 

the ‘UN Millennium Project’: 

 

1. It was headed by the eminent 

economist, Jeffrey Sachs 

2. Its task was to recommend a concrete 

action plan for the world to reverse 

the grinding poverty, hunger and 

disease affecting billions of people 



3. Their final report was titled, 

“Investing in Development: The 

Millennium Development Goals” 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

 

  a. 1 and 2 Only 

  b. 2 and 3 Only 

  c. 1 Only 

  d. 3 Only 

 

Ans: d. 

 

The Millennium Project was 

commissioned by the United Nations 

Secretary-General in 2002. Their final 

report was titled, “Investing in 

Development: A Practical Plan to 

Achieve the Millennium Development 

Goals”. 

 

At the Millennium Summit in September 

2000 the largest gathering of world 

leaders in history adopted the UN 

Millennium Declaration, committing 

their nations to a new global partnership 

to reduce extreme poverty and setting 

out a series of time-bound targets, with a 

deadline of 2015, that have become 

known as the Millennium Development 

Goals. 

 

http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/w

ho/index.htm 

 

http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/go

als/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What is Rio+20 conference, often 

mentioned in the news? 

 

  a) It is the United nations Conference 

on Sustainable Development 

  b) It is a Ministerial Meeting of the 

World Trade Organization 

  c) It is a Conference of the Inter-

governmental Panel on Climate Change 

  d) It is a Conference of the Member 

Countries of the Convention on 

Biological Diversity 

 

Ans: a. 



1. Consider the following statements with 

regard to the ‘Nanning Consensus’: 

 

1. The China-ASEAN Free Trade 

Agreement framework was decided 

upon as a result of this consensus 

2. One outcome of it was consensus on 

extension of the Bangladesh-China-

India-Myanmar Corridor into Indo-

China 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/internat

ional/lure-of-nanningsingapore-

economic-corridor-could-help-ease-

south-china-sea-

tensions/article7668312.ece 

 

2. Which among the following list of 

countries belong to a geographical 

region known as ‘Indo-China’? 

 

1. Nepal 

2. Bhutan 

3. Cambodia 

4. Vietnam 

5. Laos 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 only 

  b) 3, 4 and 5 only 

  c) 2, 3 and 5 only 

  d) 3 and 5 only 

 

Ans: b. 

 

http://www.britannica.com/place/Indoc

hina 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/internat

ional/lure-of-nanningsingapore-

economic-corridor-could-help-ease-

south-china-sea-

tensions/article7668312.ece 

 

3. Nepal recently unveiled its new 

Constitution. With reference to 

communities that have refused to sign it, 

consider the following statements: 

 

1. Both, the Tharu and the Madhesi 

people are present in India 

2. In India, the Tharu people have been 

given Scheduled Tribe status but not 

the Madhesi 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://tribal.nic.in/content/list%20of%2

0scheduled%20tribes%20in%20India.a

spx 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/internat

ional/nepal-prepares-to-unveil-its-new-

constitution-kathmandu-ignores-delhis-

concerns-on-

constitution/article7668925.ece 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Declaration of a state animal 

immediately implies that the same 

animal cannot be slaughtered within 

the state 

2. The state animal of Rajasthan 

(Camel) is a threatened species as per 

the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature and Natural 

Resources 



Which of the above statements are 

incorrect? 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. Both 1 and 2 

  d. Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: a. 

 

Declaration of an animal as a state 

animal does not imply what has been 

stated above. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/the-sinking-ship-of-the-

desert/article7671220.ece 

— 

All taxa listed as Critically Endangered 

qualify for Vulnerable and Endangered, 

and all listed as Endangered qualify for 

Vulnerable. Together these categories 

are described as ‘threatened’. 

 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-

documents/categories-and-

criteria/2001-categories-

criteria#preamble 

 

5. The ‘Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 

Treaty’ (CTBT) is a multilateral treaty 

by which states agree to ban 

 

  a) All nuclear explosions (both, for 

military as well as civilian purposes) 

  b) Nuclear explosions for military 

purposes only 

  c) Any nuclear-fusion experiments 

  d) All underground nuclear explosions 

(both, for military as well as civilian 

purposes) within 100 meters from the 

surface and all above-surface nuclear 

explosions 

 

Ans: a. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comprehe

nsive_Nuclear-Test-Ban_Treaty 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/rekindling-the-disarmament-

momentum/article7671223.ece 



1. ‘Turn down the heat’ is a series of 

reports released by 

 

  a) The World Bank 

  b) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change 

  c) The Alliance of Small Island States 

  d) The Alliance for Affordable Solar 

Energy 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/preparing-for-the-climate-

exiles/article7674720.ece 

— 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/cli

matechange/publication/turn-down-the-

heat 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. The ‘Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-

Ban Treaty’(CTBT) is a resolution 

adopted by the United Nations 

General Assembly 

2. Its non-ratification by some states has 

caused the CTBT to not enter into 

force yet 

3. India was the first country to call for 

a ban on nuclear testing in 1954 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 1 and 2 only 

  c) 3 only 

  d) All the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comprehe

nsive_Nuclear-Test-Ban_Treaty 

— 

http://meaindia.nic.in/cdgeneva/ 

— 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/rekindling-the-disarmament-

momentum/article7671223.ece 

 

3. With reference to ‘Weapons of Mass 

Destruction’ (WMD), consider the 

following statements: 

 

1. Non-proliferation typically involves 

prohibition of the transfer of WMD 

or the materials and knowhow to 

make WMD 

2. Counter-proliferation methods 

involve shooting down missiles 

armed with WMD, and even to 

employ military force to prevent use 

of WMD 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: b. 

 

In general, there are two approaches to 

stopping or limiting the spread of WMD: 

nonproliferation and counter-

proliferation. 

 

Nonproliferation typically involves the 

creation and enactment of treaties, 

international conventions, domestic 

laws, regulations, and even non-binding 

codes of conduct. An exemplar of this 

approach is the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT) of 1970. 

 

Counter-proliferation methods are 

designed to interdict (prohibit) the 

transfer of WMD or the materials and 

knowhow to make WMD, shoot down 

missiles armed with WMD, and even to 

employ military force to prevent use of 

WMD. 



 

https://fas.org/issues/nonproliferation-

counterproliferation/ 

 

— 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/rekindling-the-disarmament-

momentum/article7671223.ece 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 

‘Red Sanders’: 

 

1. It is endemic to the South-Eastern 

portion of the Indian peninsula 

2. It is used in the making of oriental 

musical instruments 

Which of the above statements are 

incorrect? 

 

  a. 1 Only 

  b. 2 Only 

  c. Both 1 and 2 

  d. None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.moef.nic.in/downloads/publ

ic-information/Chap-8-new.pdf 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/andhra-pradesh/red-sanders-dump-

unearthed-13-tn-loggers-

nabbed/article7669423.ece?ref=tpnews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. India has set a voluntary goal of 

reducing the emissions intensity of its 

GDP by 20-25 per cent by 2020 as 

compared to the base year of 2005 

2. The above-mentioned goal excludes 

emissions from agriculture (in 

calculating the emissions intensity of 

its GDP) 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: c. 

 

Page 122-123, Economic Survey 2014-

15 Volume 2 

 

This question was framed with reference 

to the following article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/preparing-for-the-climate-

exiles/article7674720.ece 
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