
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Despite showing spectacular annual 

growth rate in recent years like no other 

crop in India, onion price shocks are 

hitting frequently. What may the reasons 

be for the recurrence of abnormal rise in 

onion prices? 

 

1. Unfavourable weather 

2. Global glut in onion production 

3. Onion area and production is 

concentrated in a few states 

4. Cartelisation 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

  b) 2 and 3 only 

  c) 1 and 4 only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/mbErel.aspx?re

lid=128807 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

 

Assertion (A): Despite a very sharp 

increase in per capita availability of 

onion, its real price has been moving on 

a rising, though fluctuating, trend 

 

Reason (R): Large expansion of eateries 

along with the use of it (onion) in various 

snacks has considerably increased its 

demand 

 

Which of the above statements is/are 

true? 

 

  a) A and R both are true, and R is the 

correct explanation for A 

  b) A and R both are true, and R is the 

NOT the correct explanation for A 

  c) A is correct, R is incorrect 

  d) A and R both are incorrect 

Incorrect  

Ans: a. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/mbErel.aspx?re

lid=128807 

 

3. With reference to ‘FinTech’, which of 

the following statements is/are correct? 

 

1. It is an abbreviated form of 

‘Financial Technology’ 

2. Bitcoin can be classified as a FinTech 

innovation 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“Technology startups in the financial 

services space, or ‘FinTech’ as they are 

called, are a real threat to the financial 

services industry.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/fintech-real-threat-to-indian-

financial-services-industry-ym-

deosthalee/article7770621.ece 

— 

http://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/fi

ntech.asp 

 

4. The proposed China Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) connects 

 

  a) Kashgar with Karachi 

  b) Lhasa with Karachi 

  c) Kashgar with Gwadar 

  d) Lhasa with Gwadar 

 

Ans: c. 
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“Yechury, Bilawal Bhutto clash over 

Kashmir”, 17th October – Page 16 – The 

Hindu 

 
  

 

5. Consider the following statements 

 

1. It is administered by the office of the 

Registrar General of India, which 

also conducts the decadal census 

2. Under this system, it is mandatory to 

register all births and deaths within 

21 days of their occurrence 

Which of the above statements about 

about India’s Civil Registration System 

(CRS) is/are correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: c. 

 

India’s Civil Registration System 

(CRS), administered by the office of the 

Registrar General of India, which also 

conducts the decadal census, comprises 

all officially registered birth and death 

data. It is mandatory to register all births 

and deaths within 21 days of their 

occurrence. 

 

Official registration of these events has 

been improving across the country, and 

in 2013, the RGI estimated that 85.5 per 

cent of all births are now registered, with 

17 States estimated to be registering all 

births, but Bihar and Uttar Pradesh 

struggling with only 57.4 per cent and 

68.6 per cent registrations. “As the level 

of registration improves, we would 

anticipate that the sex ratio also should 

improve, because people are normally 

less likely to register female births,” a 

senior census official said. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/sex-ratio-falls-to-898-girls-per-1000-

boys/article7771074.ece 

 

6. The ‘Sendai framework’ – the first 

intergovernmental agreement of the 

United Nations post-2015 sustainable 

development era – is a framework for 

 

  a) Disaster risk reduction 

  b) Building resilience for adaptation to 

climate change in the agriculture sector 

  c) Mutual administrative assistance in 

tax matters 

  d) Enhancing national, regional and 

international efforts to counter terrorism 

 

Ans: a. 

 

The “Sendai Framework for Disaster 

Risk Reduction 2015-2030” was 

adopted during the Third UN World 

Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction 

held in Sendai, Japan on 14-18 March, 

2015 where India was represented by the 

Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath 

Singh. The implementation of the 

Sendai Framework involves adopting 

integrated and inclusive institutional 

measures so as to work towards 

preventing vulnerability to disaster, 
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increase preparedness for response and 

recovery and strengthen resilience. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=128812 
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1. The Government of India will host the 

Asian Ministerial Conference for 

Disaster Risk Reduction (AMCDRR) in 

2016. Which of the following statements 

about this conference is/are incorrect? 

 

1. The United Nations Office for 

Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) 

is a co-organiser 

2. This is not the first time that India is 

hosting it 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: d. 

 

The AMCDRR is a biennial conference 

jointly organized by different Asian 

countries and the United Nations Office 

for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR). 

The event represents a unique 

opportunity for governments to reaffirm 

their political commitments in 

implementation of the Hyogo 

Framework for Action (HFA). The 

AMCDRR also serves as a forum for 

other stakeholders to take a shared 

responsibility and make actionable 

commitments towards implementation 

of DRR. At the same time the conference 

also provides opportunity for all 

governments and stakeholders to 

exchange experiences on successful 

practices and innovative approaches in 

reducing and managing disaster risk. 

 

So far, countries in Asia in collaboration 

with UNISDR have organized six 

AMCDRR conferences since 2005. 

Previous hosts were Beijing, People’s 

Republic of China (2005); New Delhi, 

Republic of India (2007); Kuala 

Lumpur, Federation of Malaysia (2008); 

Incheon, Republic of Korea (2010); 

Yogyakarta, Republic of Indonesia 

(2012); and Bangkok, Kingdom of 

Thailand (2014). 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=128812 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

 

Assertion (A): Satellites and test-

missiles are often launched from the east 

coast 

 

Reason (R): A launch towards the east 

direction will get an initial boost equal to 

the velocity of Earth’s surface at that 

location 

 

Which of the above statements is/are 

true? 

 

  a) A and R both are true, and R is the 

correct explanation for A 

  b) A and R both are true, and R is the 

NOT the correct explanation for A 

  c) A is correct, R is incorrect 

  d) A and R both are incorrect 

 

Ans: a. 

 

This benefit can be taken only for such 

satellites which are placed in geo-

stationary orbit or which circle the Earth 

parallel to the equator. Such satellites are 

usually communication satellites or 

satellites used for scientific research 

such as ISS. 

 

There are other satellites which are 

placed in polar orbits moving across the 

equator in north south direction and used 

mainly for mapping or some times for 

spying. Such satellites are generally 

launched in south ward or north ward 
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direction and therefore cannot take 

advantage of the Earth’s rotation. 

 

Another characteristic of launching 

satellites is that the launching stations 

are generally located near eastern coast 

line so that, just in case of failure of the 

launch, the satellite does not fall on 

built-up hinterland. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/mbErel.aspx?re

lid=128813 

— 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/science/why-are-all-satellites-and-

missiles-launched-from-the-east-

coast/article7202159.ece 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 

the ‘Nirbhay’ missile: 

 

1. It is India’s first indigenously 

designed and developed long range 

sub-sonic cruise missile 

2. It is a 100-kilometre class cruise 

missile 

Which of the above statements is/are 

true? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/mbErel.aspx?re

lid=128813 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

 

Assertion (A): Cruise missiles are very 

effective at evading detection by the 

enemy 

 

Reason (R): Cruise missiles are built of 

RET (Radar Evasion Technology)-

compliant parts 

 

Which of the above statements is/are 

true? 

 

  a) A and R both are true, and R is the 

correct explanation for A 

  b) A and R both are true, and R is the 

NOT the correct explanation for A 

  c) A is correct, R is incorrect 

  d) A and R both are incorrect 

 

Ans: c. 

 

What is the importance of having cruise 

missiles? Why do we need them? 

 

Cruise missiles are very effective at 

evading detection by the enemy. 

 

How is it that they can evade detection? 

 

They fly very low to the ground (out of 

the view of most radar systems). 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/mbErel.aspx?re

lid=128813 
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5. With reference to the ‘Sahitya Akademi 

Award’, which of the following 

statements is/are incorrect? 

 

1. Only those languages mentioned in 

Schedule 8 of the Indian Constitution 

are eligible for the award 

2. A work of translation from one 

Indian language to another is not 

eligible for the award 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: a. 

 

There are 22 languages recognized by 

the Indian Constitution (in Schedule 8). 

Sahitya Akademi, India’s National 

Academy of Letters, is the central 

institution for literary dialogue, 

publication and promotion in the country 

and the only institution that undertakes 

literary activities in 24 Indian languages, 

including English. 

 

Every year since its inception in 1954, 

the Sahitya Akademi Award prizes to 

the most outstanding books of literary 

merit published in any of the major 

Indian languages recognised by the 

Akademy. 

 

http://sahitya-akademi.gov.in/sahitya-

akademi/awards/akademi_awards.jsp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. With reference to India, stake sales in 

state firms is overseen by 

 

  a) Department of Economic Affairs, 

Ministry of Finance 

  b) Department of Disinvestment, 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

  c) Department of Disinvestment, 

Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public 

Enterprises 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

The Department of Disinvestment, 

Ministry of Finance, oversees stake sales 

in state firms. 

 

The Department of Disinvestment was 

set up as a separate Department on 10 

December 1999 and was later renamed 

as Ministry of Disinvestment from 6 

September 2001. From 27 May 2004, 

the Department of Disinvestment is one 

of the Departments under the Ministry of 

Finance. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/gree

n-worries-keep-foreign-banks-away-

from-33-billion-cil-

sale/article7775275.ece 
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1. Disinvestment proceeds of Central 

Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) are 

credited to the existing Public Account 

under the head ‘National Investment 

Fund’. For what purpose can funds be 

withdrawn from it? 

 

1. Financing selected social sector 

schemes 

2. Recapitalisation of public sector 

insurance companies and Public 

Sector Banks 

3. Investment in Bhartiya Nabhikiya 

Vidyut Nigam Limited 

4. Subscribing to shares being issued by 

the CPSEs, on rights basis so as to 

ensure 51% ownership of the 

Government in them is not diluted 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 1 and 3 only 

  c) 2 and 4 Only 

  d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.divest.nic.in/Nat_inves_fun

d.asp 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/gree

n-worries-keep-foreign-banks-away-

from-33-billion-cil-

sale/article7775275.ece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Recently, the ‘whitefly attack’ damaged 

over 75 per cent crop across the cotton 

belt in Punjab. How do whiteflies 

damage crops? 

 

  a) They feed on the phloem of plants, 

and introduce toxic saliva which causes 

an overall decrease of plants’ turgor 

pressure 

  b) They lay eggs on crop-leaves, which 

are food for pirate bugs. In the process 

of feeding, pirate bugs damage plants as 

well 

  c) Their toxic saliva blocks 

translocation of water and mineral salts 

in the xylem tissue 

  d) They feed on the fruits of a plant. 

 

Ans: a. 

 

The turgor pressure provided by osmosis 

in a hypotonic solution pushes outward 

on the plant cell wall, which is just what 

the plant cell needs to maintain its 

structure. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/agriculture/gm-cotton-whitefly-

attack-raises-anxiety-among-

farmers/article7775306.ece 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitefly#

Whitefly_damage_by_feeding 

 

3. Consider the following statements: 

 

Assertion (A): Petroleum prices have not 

reacted to the worsening geopolitical 

situation in the major oil-producing 

regions of West Asia (Middle-East) 

 

Reason (R): Global demand for 

commodities is sluggish 

 

Which of the above statements is/are 

true? 
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  a) A and R both are true, and R is the 

correct explanation for A 

  b) A and R both are true, and R is the 

NOT the correct explanation for A 

  c) A is correct, R is incorrect 

  d) A and R both are incorrect 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/low

er-commodity-prices-indicate-a-

slowdown/article7777542.ece 

 

4. Government of India’s long term goal is 

to increase its forest cover through a 

planned afforestation drive. This 

planned afforestation drive includes 

which of the following programmes and 

initiatives? 

 

1. Green India Mission 

2. Green Highways policy 

3. Plantation along rivers 

4. United Nations REDD-Plus 

programme 

5. Compensatory Deforestation Fund 

Management and Planning Authority 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

  b) 1 and 2 only 

  c) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

  d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Compensatory Afforestation Fund 

Management and Planning Authority is 

another initiative. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/JRdJ

4shtOzHiLIffrM5PkI/Carbon-sink-the-

states-have-to-be-equal-partners.html 

 

5. Which of the following are elements of 

the ‘basic structure’ of the Indian 

Constitution? 

 

1. Harmony between Fundamental 

Rights and Directive Principles 

2. Primacy of judiciary in judicial 

appointments 

3. Parliamentary democracy 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Chapter 11, 4th Edition Indian Polity, M 

Laxmikanth 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/njac-verdict-based-on-erroneous-logic-

says-jaitley/article7777309.ece 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-opinion/collaboration-not-

confrontation/article7781745.ece 

 

8

http://www.thehindu.com/business/lower-commodity-prices-indicate-a-slowdown/article7777542.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/lower-commodity-prices-indicate-a-slowdown/article7777542.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/lower-commodity-prices-indicate-a-slowdown/article7777542.ece
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/JRdJ4shtOzHiLIffrM5PkI/Carbon-sink-the-states-have-to-be-equal-partners.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/JRdJ4shtOzHiLIffrM5PkI/Carbon-sink-the-states-have-to-be-equal-partners.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/JRdJ4shtOzHiLIffrM5PkI/Carbon-sink-the-states-have-to-be-equal-partners.html
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/njac-verdict-based-on-erroneous-logic-says-jaitley/article7777309.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/njac-verdict-based-on-erroneous-logic-says-jaitley/article7777309.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/njac-verdict-based-on-erroneous-logic-says-jaitley/article7777309.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/collaboration-not-confrontation/article7781745.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/collaboration-not-confrontation/article7781745.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/collaboration-not-confrontation/article7781745.ece


1. Who is the final interpreter of the Indian 

Constitution? 

 

  a) The President 

  b) Supreme Court of India 

  c) The Parliament 

  d) Both a and b 

 

Ans: b. 

 

“It is not only a Federal Court like the 

American SC but also a final court of 

appeal like the British House of Lords. It 

is also the final interpreter and guardian 

of the Constitution and guarantor of the 

fundamental rights of the citizens.” 

 

Chapter 25, 4th Edition of Indian Polity, 

M Laxmikanth 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edito

rial/supreme-court-bench-order-on-

national-judicial-appointments-

commission-act-an-assertion-of-

primacy/article7770892.ece 

 

2. Which of the following provisions of the 

Indian Constitution deal with 

appointments of the Supreme Court and 

High Court judges respectively? 

 

  a) Articles 124 and 217 

  b) Articles 127 and 214 

  c) Articles 125 and 227 

  d) Articles 127 and 225 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/1

0/19/insights-into-editorial-judging-the-

judge-maker/ 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The Agriculture Demand Side 

Management (AgDSM) scheme is being 

implemented by 

 

  a) Ministry of Power 

  b) Ministry of Agriculture 

  c) Ministry of Chemicals and 

Fertilisers 

  d) Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

 

Ans: a. 

 

It is implemented by the Bureau of 

Energy Efficiency, Ministry of Power. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=128572 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Its share of total electricity 

consumption has nearly doubled 

between 1970 and today 

2. The rise in electricity consumption 

can be attributed to a policy of below-

cost electricity supply to farmers 

3. The increase in electricity 

consumption can also be attributed to 

growth of rural electrification 

4. Its share of total electricity 

consumption has remained about the 

same since 1970s 

Which of the above statements 

associated with the Agricultural sector 

is/are correct? 

 

  a) 1 and 2 only 

  b) 1 and 3 only 

  c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  d) 4 only 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=128572 
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5. Consider the following pairs: 

 

 National 

Waterway 

Associated 

Name/Rivers/Places 

1. 2 River Ganga 

2. 3 Kottapuram-Kollam 

3. 4 Kakinada-

Puducherry canal 

4. 5 River Narmada 

                   

Which of the above pairs are correctly 

matched? 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 1 and 4 only 

  c) 2 and 3 Only 

  d) 3 and 4 Only 

 

Ans: c. 

 

A section of River Ganga forms 

National Waterway-1. There is no 

National Waterway associated with 

River Narmada as of now. You are left 

with option ‘c’. 

 

“Godavari to be declared national 

waterway” 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/1

0/19/insights-daily-current-events-19-

october-2015/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Which of the following articles in the 

Indian Constitution contain provisions 

which guarantee judicial review? 

 

1. Article 13 

2. Articles 32 and 226 

3. Article 131 

4. Article 124 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

  c) 2 Only 

  d) All the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

Article 124 deals with establishment and 

constitution of the Supreme Court. 

 

Article 13 declares that any law which 

contravenes any of the provisions of the 

part of Fundamental Rights shall be 

void. 

 

Articles 32 and 226 entrusts the roles of 

the protector and guarantor of 

fundamental rights to the Supreme and 

High Courts. 

 

Articles 131 (Original jurisdiction of the 

SC) entrusts the SC with the power to 

adjudicate disputes between states, 

between the union and a state or states 

on one side and one or more states on the 

other, between the states and the union. 

Any law which is seen by any of the 

above mentioned parties as having 

violated Article 246 can be reviewed by 

the Supreme Court under Article 131. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/

njac-constitutions-will-

upheld/article7781047.ece 
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1. Which of the following acts/subjects fall 

under List-II of the Seventh Schedule of 

the Indian Constitution? 

 

1. Prevention of cruelty to animals 

2. Legislations banning cow slaughter 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: b. 

 

List II is the State List. 

 

“…Indeed, after the Bharatiya Janata 

Party came to power at the Centre last 

year, there has been a renewed demand 

for a central legislation banning cow 

slaughter. Currently, such legislation is 

under the State List…” 

 

“..The Kerala state government has 

notified stringent rules for livestock 

transportation. These rules are aimed at 

curbing cruelty to animals..” – Entry 17, 

List-III 

 

http://lawmin.nic.in/olwing/coi/coi-

english/Const.Pock%202Pg.Rom8Fsss(

35).pdf 

 

2. Which of the following acts/subjects fall 

under List-III of the Seventh Schedule of 

the Indian Constitution? 

 

1. Road Safety Bill 

2. Forests 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: c. 

 

List III is the Concurrent List 

 

“..In the wake of the Volkswagen 

emissions scandal, Road Transport 

Minister Nitin Gadkari underscored a 

clause in the pending Road Safety Bill 

that allows the government to direct a 

manufacturer to recall motor vehicles. 

“Despite our best efforts the Bill which 

we made could not be introduced in 

Parliament. This is a difficult problem 

for us. The Act falls in the purview of 

concurrent list and both state 

governments and the Centre have 

rights”…” 

 

“..India plans to raise its forest cover to 

33% of its land area through a planned 

afforestation drive. Having the states on 

board is crucial in this exercise. Forests 

fall in the concurrent list of the 

Constitution, and are the responsibility 

of the states as well as the centre..” 

 

3. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. It holds the largest store of permanent 

ice and permafrost outside the North 

and South Pole 

2. In the last 50 years the temperature 

here has increased by about three 

times the global average 

Which region do the above statements 

hold true for? 

 

  a) Greenland 

  b) Iceland 

  c) Tibetan Plateau 

  d) Alaska 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“In the past 50 years, the temperature has 

increased by 1.3 degrees celsius, three 
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times the global average. This resulted in 

82 per cent retreating of ice cover and 10 

percent degrading of permafrost. 

Degrading grasslands and increasing 

desertification owing to large-scale 

mining, excessive damming and 

reducing forest cover also threaten the 

fragile ecosystem of Tibet, the highest 

and largest plateau which influences the 

onset of the Asian monsoon” 

 

“Protect Tibet from global warming”, 

World Page (16), 21st October, The 

Hindu 

 

http://www.worldwildlife.org/stories/th

e-earth-has-a-third-pole-and-millions-

of-people-use-its-water 

 

4. The ‘third pole’, which is often seen in 

the news, refers to a region which is 

 

  a) An Intermont Plateau 

  b) A Dissected Plateau 

  c) A Pediplain 

  d) A frozen Ribbon Lake 

 

Ans: a. 

 

Tibet and the surrounding mountains 

form the ‘third pole’. Tibet is an 

intermont plateau, viz. it is surrounded 

by Fold Mountains. Bolivian Plateau is 

another example of an intermont 

plateau. (Page 17, Certificate Human 

and Physical Geography, Goh Cheng 

Leong) 

 

“Protect Tibet from global warming”, 

World Page (16), 21st October, The 

Hindu 

 

http://www.worldwildlife.org/stories/th

e-earth-has-a-third-pole-and-millions-

of-people-use-its-water 

 

5. Which of the following statements about 

the ‘bio-digester-based toilet’ is/are 

incorrect? 

 

1. It helps recharge groundwater 

2. It eliminates the need for manual 

scavenging 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

“Bio-digester based toilet is the next age 

Sanitation Technology which does not 

require Sewage system, does not pollute 

water, recharges the ground water and 

saves government resources by 

eliminating the need for maintenance of 

sewage system. No evacuation of bio 

digester tank is required for a lifetime. 

Hence, it eliminates manual scavenging 

in any form (as night soil, as dried 

manure in single and twin pit toilets). 

The effluent water is free of any disease 

carrying pathogens, free of odour and 

colourless. Effluent water is safe. 

Additionally, it recharges water table 

with clean water” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=129871 

 

6. The ‘Sahel’ region is now flooded with 

arms, illicit drugs and terrorist groups. 

This region refers to which of the 

following areas? 

 

  a) Myanmar-Laos-Thailand tri-

junction 

  b) Syria-Iraq-Turkey tri-junction 

  c) Western and North-Central Africa 

  d) Afghanistan - Central Asia 
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Ans: c. 

 

‘Sahel’ is a semi-arid region of western 

and north-central Africa extending from 

Senegal eastward to The Sudan. It forms 

a transitional zone between the arid 

Sahara (desert) to the north and the belt 

of humid savannas to the south. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion

/columns/expanding-an-old-friendship/ 

 

7. What is the correct sequence of 

occurrence of the following cities in 

Asia as one proceeds from south to 

north? 

 

1. Kandahar 

2. Bishkek 

3. Dushanbe 

4. Kabul 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

 

  a) 1-4-2-3 

  b) 1-4-3-2 

  c) 4-1-3-2 

  d) 4-1-2-3 

 

Ans: b. 

 

Kandahar lies in Southern Afghanistan 

(not shown on the map). And don’t mind 

the wrong India-border shown on the 

map :-) 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/colu

mns/time-to-refresh-afghan-

relationship/article7785267.ece 

 

8. With reference to the Government of 

India, ‘Indradhanush’ may refer to 

 

  a) Public Sector Bank reforms 

  b) An Immunisation mission 

  c) Defense sector reforms 

  d) Both a and b 

 

Ans: d. 

 

The Indradhanush package was 

announced on 14th August, 2015 for 

transforming Public Sector Banks 

(PSBs) through a bottoms-up approach. 

It represents the most comprehensive 

reform effort undertaken since banking 

nationalisation in 1970. The framework 

mainly comprised of appointments, 

Banks Board Bureau (BBB), 

capitalization plan, de-stressing, 

empowerment, framework of 

accountability and governance reforms 

among others. 

 

‘Mission Indradhanush’, depicting 

seven colours of the rainbow, aims to 

cover all those children by 2020 who are 

either unvaccinated, or are partially 

vaccinated against seven vaccine 

preventable diseases which include 

diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, 

polio, tuberculosis, measles and 

hepatitis B. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=129899 

 

9. Researchers worry that thawing of 

permafrost will release methane, 

exacerbating climate change. Which of 

the following statements about 

permafrost are correct? 

 

1. It is perennially frozen soil that has 

been below zero degrees centigrade 

for at least two years 

2. Permafrost can also be found below 

the ocean floor 

3. The warming of permafrost has been 

linked to the development of sink 

holes 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

13

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/expanding-an-old-friendship/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/expanding-an-old-friendship/
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/time-to-refresh-afghan-relationship/article7785267.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/time-to-refresh-afghan-relationship/article7785267.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/time-to-refresh-afghan-relationship/article7785267.ece
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=129899
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=129899


  a) 1 and 2 only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://education.nationalgeographic.co

m/encyclopedia/permafrost/ 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/science-

environment-34540414 

 

10. Which of the following statements with 

regard to Article 23 in the Indian 

Constitution are incorrect? 

 

1. It grants protection to persons who 

are arrested or detained under a 

preventive detention law 

2. This fundamental right is available to 

citizens and ‘aliens’ as well 

3. Legislative power with regard to 

preventive detention has been 

divided between the Parliament and 

the state legislatures 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All statements are correct 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“..According to Rajkot (rural) 

superintendent of police (SP) 

Gagandeep Gambhir, police have 

collected concrete evidence before filing 

an FIR against Hardik, who is already 

under preventive detention of local 

police since Sunday..” 

 

Article 22 grants protection to persons 

who are arrested or detained. Detention 

is of two types, namely, punitive and 

preventive. Part ‘a’ with regard to 

punitive detention is not available to 

aliens, but part ‘b’ with regard to 

preventive detention is. 

 

Article 23 prohibits traffic in human 

beings, beggar and other similar forms 

of forced labour. This right is available 

to citizens as well as aliens (or non-

citizens). 

 

Fundamental Rights, 4th Edition, Indian 

Polity by M Laxmikanth 

 

11. Which of the following reasons may be 

considered most appropriate for 

Government-of-India projects having 

stalled in recent past? 

 

  a) Unfavourable market conditions 

  b) Lack of funds 

  c) Lack of required clearances 

  d) Over-stretched balance sheets of 

firms participating in PPP projects 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“..It is clear that private projects are held 

up overwhelmingly due to market 

conditions and non-regulatory factors 

whereas the government projects are 

stalled due to lack of required 

clearances..” 

 

Page 70, Volume 1, Economic Survey 

2014-15 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/1

0/21/insights-daily-current-events-21-

october-2015/ 
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12. The Telangana government recently 

celebrated ‘Bathukamma’. Which of the 

following statements about it is/are 

incorrect? 

 

1. It is celebrated for nine days during 

‘Durga Navratri’ 

2. It is primarily a women’s festival 

3. It is also known as ‘Festival of 

Flowers’ 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) 3 Only 

  d) All statements are correct 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/1

0/21/insights-daily-current-events-21-

october-2015/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13. The foundation stone for Andhra 

Pradesh’s new capital was recently laid 

at Amaravati on the banks of river 

Krishna. Which among the following are 

tributaries of this river? 

 

1. Bhima 

2. Musi 

3. Malprabha 

4. Indravati 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

  b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  c) 1, 2 and 3 Only 

  d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 

Ans: c. 

 

Indravati is a tributary of River 

Godavari. These river-tributaries are 

usually shown on the physical map of 

India, the one we put up on our walls. 

 

http://www.india-

wris.nrsc.gov.in/wrpinfo/index.php?title

=Krishna#Tributaries_with_drainage_ar

ea_in_sq._km 
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1. The recently concluded joint military 

training exercise, ‘Hand in Hand’, was 

conducted by which two nations? 

 

  a) India and USA 

  b) India and Sri Lanka 

  c) India and China 

  d) Pakistan and China 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“Earlier editions of the Sino-Indian 

military drills have mainly focused on 

countering terrorism, but humanitarian 

assistance and disaster relief emerged as 

a top priority during the latest round of 

drills. 

 

In a conversation with the media 

following the end of the “hand-in-hand” 

exercise on Thursday in the rugged 

terrain on the outskirts of Kunming, Lt. 

General A.L. Chavan, Director-General 

Military Training, asserted that joint 

planning for the exercise that covered 

counterterrorism as well as disaster 

relief, and included the use of each 

other’s weapons had generated 

enormous confidence.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/internat

ional/nepal-quake-widens-scope-of-

sinoindian-military-

ties/article7792992.ece 

 

2. Consider the following statements about 

the recently launched ‘India Handloom’ 

brand: 

 

1. It sets a standard which is to be 

followed by all Handloom weavers in 

India 

2. It is an initiative of the Ministry of 

Textiles 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: b. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/printrelease.asp

x?relid=129847 

 

http://handlooms.nic.in/User_Panel/Use

rView.aspx?TypeID=2403 

 

3. ‘Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana’ was 

launched and is administered by 

 

  a) Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare 

  b) Ministry of Finance 

  c) Ministry of Labour and Employment 

  d) Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/1

0/23/insights-daily-current-events-23-

october-2015/ 

 

4. Which of the following statements about 

the ‘Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana’ 

(RSBY) scheme is/are correct? 

 

1. Pre-existing conditions are covered 

from day one 

2. The RSBY card is a biometric-

enabled smart card 

3. A beneficiary who has enrolled from 

one state can use the RSBY card in 

any RSBY-empanelled hospital 

across India 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 
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  a) 1 and 2 only 

  b) 2 and 3 only 

  c) 3 Only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/1

0/23/insights-daily-current-events-23-

october-2015/ 

 

5. The President of India recently 

promulgated an ordinance for the 

constitution of commercial courts. 

Which of the following statements about 

his ordinance-making power is/are 

incorrect? 

 

1. He can promulgate an ordinance only 

when both Houses of Parliament are 

not in session 

2. An ordinance, unlike any other 

legislation, cannot be retrospective 

3. An ordinance cannot be issued to 

amend the Constitution 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 only 

  b) 2 and 3 only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All statements are correct 

 

Ans: a. 

 

He can promulgate an ordinance also 

when either of the two Houses of 

Parliament are not in session. An 

ordinance, like any other legislation, can 

be retrospective. 

 

The President, Pg 17.11-17.12, Indian 

Polity 4th Edition, M Laxmikanth 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=129937 

 

6. ‘Ashokastami Mela’ is an annual fair 

held in the month of April in the state of 

 

  a) Tripura 

  b) Mizoram 

  c) Karnataka 

  d) Odisha 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/efeatures.aspx?

relid=129930 
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1. Which of the following statements 

associated with ‘Unakoti’, considered to 

be a ‘lost civilization’, is/are correct? 

 

1. The pantheons are of two types – 

rock carved and stone images 

2. A rock-carved image of Shiva’s 

head, 30 feet high, is known as 

‘Unakotiswara Kal Bhairava’ 

3. It is influenced not only by the Shiva 

cult, but also the cults of Tantric and 

Hatha Yogis 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Unakoti is in Tripura. 

 

“…Unakoti pantheons are of two types 

namely rock-carved and stone images. 

Central to these rock cut carvings are the 

Shiva and Ganesha. The colossal image 

of Shiva head, of 30 ft height, carved in 

a vertical rock is known as 

‘Unakotiswara Kal Bhairava’. Its head is 

embroidered in tresses forming a 

headdress of 10 feet high. Just a few 

meters down the Shiva carving three 

magnificent images of Lord Ganesha are 

found. A rare carving of the four-armed 

seated Ganesha and on its side two 

standing figures of Sarabhuja Ganesha 

with three tusks and the Asthabhuja 

Ganesha with four tusks are also 

found…” 

 

“…Unakoti is believed to have had the 

influence of the Shiva cult originating 

from the Pala-era of the mediaeval 

period of Indian history. At the same 

time, the influences of several other cults 

like Tantric, Shakti, and Hatha yogis are 

also found to be present around this 

archaeological wonder. According to the 

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), 

Unakoti dates back to the 8th or 9th 

century AD…” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/efeatures.aspx?

relid=129930 

 

2. Consider the following statements about 

the season of ‘retreating monsoon’ in 

India: 

 

1. It begins with the southward shift of 

the Inter Tropical Convergence Zone 

2. It is marked by clear skies and rise in 

temperature in North India 

3. Tropical cyclones of the season can 

strike the coast of Bangladesh too 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 Only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

The period October to December is 

referred to as Northeast Monsoon season 

over peninsular India. Earlier this period 

was also referred to as “Post-Monsoon 

Season” or “Retreating Southwest 

Monsoon Season”. 

 

Climate, Pg 49, India: Physical 

Environment, NCERT Class : XI 

 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/e

conomy/agri-business/ne-monsoon-

may-ride-a-storm-to-reach-south-in-45-

days/article7797142.ece 

 

 

 

18

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/efeatures.aspx?relid=129930
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/efeatures.aspx?relid=129930
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/ne-monsoon-may-ride-a-storm-to-reach-south-in-45-days/article7797142.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/ne-monsoon-may-ride-a-storm-to-reach-south-in-45-days/article7797142.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/ne-monsoon-may-ride-a-storm-to-reach-south-in-45-days/article7797142.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/ne-monsoon-may-ride-a-storm-to-reach-south-in-45-days/article7797142.ece


3. ‘Whooping Cough’, is another name for 

 

  a) Pertussis 

  b) Diptheria 

  c) Bronchitis 

  d) Pneumonia 

 

Ans: a. 

 

Pertussis is the medical name for 

whooping cough. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/efeatures.aspx?

relid=129931 

 

4. ‘Mission Indradhanush’ is designed to 

be a national immunization drive with 

special attention to districts with low 

immunization coverage. Which of the 

following are included in the strategy for 

its implementation? 

 

1. Meticulous planning of campaigns 

2. Effective communication and social 

mobilization efforts 

3. Training of the Risk Management 

Task Force 

4. Establish an accountability 

framework 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

  b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  c) 1 and 3 only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

There is no ‘Training of the Risk 

Management Task Force’, but there is 

the fourth strategy: ‘Intensive training of 

the health officials and frontline 

workers’ 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/efeatures.aspx?

relid=129931 

5. What colors make up the United Nations 

Flag? 

 

  a) Blue, white and green only 

  b) Black and white only 

  c) Blue and white only 

  d) Black, white and blue only 

 

Ans: c. 

 

The olive branches are a symbol for 

peace, and the world map represents all 

the people and the countries of the 

world. White and blue are the official 

colours of the United Nations. 2015 

marks the 70th anniversary of the United 

Nations. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=129938 
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1. Many in Telangana have started walking 

along the ‘eight-fold path’ or the 

‘Ashtanga Marg’ to pursue the Buddhist 

way of life. Which of the following 

is/are NOT one of the eight principles? 

 

1. Finding the right view 

2. Right livelihood 

3. Right concentration 

4. Right knowledge 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  c) 4 Only 

  d) All are part of the eight principles 

 

Ans: c. 

 

‘Right knowledge’ is one of the three 

principles (‘ratnatraya’) of Jainism to be 

followed in order to attain moksha. The 

other two are ‘right belief’ and ‘right 

action’. 

 

“Driven by conviction, scores in 

Telangana have started walking along 

the eight-fold path or Ashtanga Marg to 

pursue the Buddhist way of life. 

 

The path which stresses on pursuit of the 

right view, intension, speech, conduct, 

livelihood, effort, mindfulness and 

concentration, has found a record 

number of 750 followers distributed 

across the 20 Buddha Viharas in 

Hyderabad, only the previous year.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/telangana/buddhism-followers-on-the-

rise-in-telangana/article7800635.ece 

 

 

 

2. Which of the following statements about 

the ‘International Ocean Discovery 

Program’ is/are incorrect? 

 

1. It is an international research 

collaboration that coordinates 

seagoing expeditions to discover new 

species of marine life 

2. It also is involved in study of the 

geological history of our planet 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/1

0/24/insights-daily-current-events-24-

october-2015/ 

 

3. The Citizenship Act of 1955 prescribes 

five ways of acquiring citizenship. 

Which among the following constitute 

these ‘ways’? 

 

1. By Birth 

2. By Descent 

3. By Naturalisation 

4. By Incorporation of Territory 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  b) 2 and 3 only 

  c) 4 only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/1

0/24/insights-daily-current-events-24-

october-2015/ 
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‘Citizenship’, Chapter 6, Indian Polity 

4th Edition, M Laxmikanth 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. It is also known as the ‘Human 

African Trypanosomosis’ 

2. It does not occur in India 

With reference to the ‘River Blindness’ 

disease, which of the above statements 

is/are incorrect? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/national-leaders-and-the-medicine-

nobel/article7800227.ece 

 

5. Which of the following may be 

considered to be a ‘financial 

intermediary’? 

 

1. Investment Bankers 

2. Insurance Companies 

3. Mutual Funds 

4. Pension Funds 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 3 only 

  b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/colu

mns/C_R_L__Narasimhan/role-of-

banks-and-financial-

intermediaries/article7802901.ece 

 

6. Which of the following is/are goals of 

India’s Intended Nationally Determined 

Contributions? 

 

1. To reduce the emissions intensity of 

its GDP by 33 – 35% by 2030 from 

2005 level. 

2. To increase its forest cover to 33% of 

the total land area 

3. To achieve 40% of total electric 

power generation from non-fossil 

fuel sources by 2030 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 1 and 3 only 

  c) 1, 2 and 3 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

To achieve 40% of electric power 

installed capacity from non-fossil fuel 

by 2030 is one goal in India’s INDC. 

 

Generation is the amount of electricity a 

generator produces over a specific 

period of time. For example, a generator 

with 1 megawatt (MW) capacity that 

operates at that capacity consistently for 

one hour will produce 1 megawatt hour 

(mWh) of electricity. If it operates at 

only half that capacity for one hour, it 

will produce 0.5 mWh of electricity. 

Many generators do not operate at their 

full capacity all the time; they may vary 

their output according to conditions at 

the power plant, fuel costs, and/or as 

instructed from the electric power grid 

operator. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/colu

mns/future-forecast-column-growing-

forests-in-the-air/article7802930.ece 
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1. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. It is a set of ideas which are the 

absolute opposite to those of the first 

green revolution 

2. This method uses fewer seeds than 

traditional methods of the green 

revolution 

Which of the above statements about the 

‘System of Rice Intensification’ 

technique is/are true? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“A model evolved for applying 

traditional wisdom in farming has also 

helped in conserving indigenous paddy 

varieties that are under threat of 

extinction. The 18 varieties raised using 

System of Rice Intensification 

techniques include Mappillai Samba, 

Garudan Samba……” 

 

This method was first developed in 

Madagascar. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/agri-

business/a-model-to-conserve-

indigenous-paddy-

varieties/article7802903.ece 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/global-

development/2014/may/13/miracle-

grow-indian-rice-farmer-sri-system-

rice-intensification-record-crop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Consider the following statements about 

‘Hermit crabs’: 

 

1. They lack an external shell on their 

soft abdomen 

2. They ‘steal’ the shells of dead crab 

species 

Which of the above statements is are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

Hermit crabs are ubiquitous animals 

often not considered to be ‘true’ crabs as 

they lack an external shell on their soft 

abdomen which leaves them vulnerable 

to predators. To protect themselves, they 

live in abandoned gastropod (snail) 

shells and often select larger shells as 

they grow up. Their last two pairs of legs 

are small and modified and, along with 

their uropods (appendages at the end of 

the abdomen), are used to clamp onto the 

internal whorls of the shell. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/1

0/26/insights-daily-current-events-26-

october-2015/ 
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3. The National Disaster Response Force 

(NDRF) recently tied up with about 30 

Public Sector Undertakings in order to 

jointly tackle man-made or natural 

emergencies. Which of the following 

is/are NOT associated with NDRF? 

 

1. It is the only dedicated disaster 

response force of the world 

2. It imparts basic and operational level 

training to State Response Forces 

(Police, Civil Defence and Home 

Guards) 

3. It carries out public awareness 

campaigns 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 1 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All statements are correct 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/1

0/26/insights-daily-current-events-26-

october-2015/ 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Seismic activity is one of the most 

important direct sources of 

information about the interior of the 

earth 

2. The point on the surface, nearest to 

the focus, is called ‘hypocentre’ 

3. Earthquakes can be manmade 

With regard to the phenomenon of 

Earthquakes, which of the above 

statements is/are incorrect? 

 

  a) 1 and 2 only 

  b) 2 and 3 only 

  c) 1 and 3 only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

Seismic activity is one of the most 

important indirect sources of 

information about the interior of the 

earth. The point on the surface, nearest 

to the focus (or the ‘hypocentre’), is 

called ‘epicentre’. 

 

Page 22, Fundamentals of Physical 

Geography, Class XI, NCERT 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/quake-jolts-north-india-

jk/article7807174.ece 

 

5. Consider the following statements 

associated with Earthquake 

measurements in India: 

 

1. The country is grouped into four 

seismic zones viz. Zone-II to Zone-V 

2. The Modified Mercalli scale consists 

of twelve increasing levels of 

intensity 

Which of the above statements is/are 

true? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“When these waves pass through soft 

sediments they get trapped and 

amplified,” Dr. Sri Nagesh said. As a 

result, ground-shaking intensity of the 

order four and five on (MM intensity 

scale) were reported from the 

northwestern parts of India. 

 

  

 

Bureau of Indian Standards, based on 

various scientific inputs from a number 
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of agencies, has grouped the country into 

four seismic zones viz. Zone-II, III, IV 

and V. 

 

Although numerous intensity scales 

have been developed over the last 

several hundred years to evaluate to 

evaluate the effects of earthquakes, the 

one most commonly used is Modified 

Mercalli (MM) Intensity scale. It was 

developed by the American 

seismologists Harry Wood and Franke 

Neumann. This scale consisting of 12 

increasing levels of intensity that range 

from imperceptible shaking to 

catastrophic destruction, is designated 

by Roman numerals (I- XII). It does not 

have a mathematical basis, instead it is 

subjective ranking based on observed 

effects. 

 

http://www.imd.gov.in/ims/pdf/faq/faqs

final.pdf 

 

6. Basmati rice usually helps farmers fetch 

higher returns. Which among the 

following statements about the crop 

is/are true? 

 

1. Its water requirement is lesser than 

regular paddy 

2. It can be sown late as it is a short 

duration paddy crop 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/other-states/scent-of-success-eludes-

basmati-farmers-in-

punjab/article7806719.ece 

7. Recently, scholars have delineated 

several levels of diplomacy. Which of 

the following ‘tracks’ of diplomacy are 

explained correctly? 

 

1. Track 1: Official discussions 

typically involving high-level 

political and military leaders 

2. Track 2: Official and non-official 

actors work together to resolve 

conflicts 

3. Track 3: People-to-people diplomacy 

undertaken by individuals and 

private groups, involving meetings 

and conferences and generating 

media exposure 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All the above 

 

Ans: c. 

 

Track 2 diplomacy: Unofficial 

dialogue and problem-solving activities 

aimed at building relationships and 

encouraging new thinking that can 

inform the official process. Track 2 

activities typically involve influential 

academic, religious, and NGO leaders 

and other civil society actors who can 

interact more freely than high-ranking 

officials. Some analysts use the term 

track 1.5 to denote a situation in which 

official and non-official actors work 

together to resolve conflicts. 

 

http://glossary.usip.org/resource/tracks-

diplomacy 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-opinion/we-need-to-talk-

about-the-

brahmaputra/article7807375.ece 
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8. The statue of ‘Gommateshvara 

Bahubali’ at Shravanabeḷgoḷa is one of 

the most important tirthas (pilgrimage 

destinations) in Jainism. It was 

constructed under the patronage of 

 

  a) Rashtrakutas 

  b) Chalukyas 

  c) Western Gangas 

  d) Mauryas 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/1

0/28/insights-daily-current-events-28-

october-2015/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Which of the following statements 

associated with the Central Information 

Commission is/are incorrect? 

 

1. Including the Chief Information 

Commissioner(CIC), there can be no 

more than ten Information 

commissioners (ICs) 

2. An IC is not eligible for 

reappointment, but under certain 

conditions is eligible for appointment 

as CIC 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

“Central Information Commission”, 

Chapter 52, Indian Polity by M 

Laxmikanth 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/ancient-temples-in-mandya-

district-unearthed/article7811768.ece 
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1. The National Nutrition Monitoring 

Bureau (NNMB) was recently shut 

down by the Union Health Ministry. 

Which of the following functions were 

performed by it? 

 

1. It used to help ascertain what could 

be culturally acceptable nutritional 

interventions 

2. This organisation was involved only 

in continuous collection of data on 

actual dietary intakes of households 

as a whole 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

The bureau was the only organisation 

involved in continuous collection of data 

on actual dietary intakes of households 

as a whole as well as by individuals 

belonging to different age and 

physiological groups in different States. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/national-nutrition-monitoring-bureau-

axed-antipoverty-schemes-

starved/article7815511.ece 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. In ‘Gestational Surrogacy’, the 

resulting child is genetically 

unrelated to the surrogate 

2. In ‘Traditional Surrogacy’, the 

resulting child is genetically related 

to the intended father and the 

surrogate 

Which of the above statements 

associated with different types of 

surrogacy is/are incorrect? 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surrogacy

#Types_of_surrogacy 

 

3. Which of the following statements about 

‘Assisted Reproductive Technology’ 

is/are correct? 

 

1. It is another name given for the two 

processes of ‘In Vitro Fertilisation’ 

and ‘Surrogacy’ 

2. It is used only for infertility 

treatments 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Assisted reproductive technology (ART) 

is the technology used to achieve 

pregnancy through procedures such as 

fertility medication, artificial 

insemination, in vitro fertilization and 

surrogacy. It mainly belongs to the field 

of reproductive endocrinology and 

infertility, and may also include 

intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI) 

and cryopreservation. 

 

Some forms of ART are also used with 

regard to fertile couples for genetic 

reasons. ART is also used for couples 

who are discordant for certain 

communicable diseases; for example, 

AIDS to reduce the risk of infection 

when a pregnancy is desired. In addition, 
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some single parents use this technique to 

have and raise children. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/govt-limits-surrogacy-to-infertile-

indian-couples/article7815512.ece 

 

4. The Central Information Commission 

(CIC) has the power to secure 

compliance of its decisions from any 

public authority. This does not include 

 

1. Publishing information or categories 

of information 

2. Directing the public authority to 

appoint a Public Information Officer 

where none exists 

3. Providing access to information in a 

particular form 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 3 Only 

  b) 1 Only 

  c) 2 and 3 Only 

  d) All of the above are powers of the 

CIC 

 

Ans: d. 

 

“Central Information Commission”, 

Chapter 52, Indian Polity by M 

Laxmikanth 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/karnataka/central-info-commission-

ticks-off-barc-drdo/article7815496.ece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. The ‘Karamay Declaration’ recently 

seen in the news, is 

 

  a) A component of China’s One Belt, 

One Road (OBOR) initiative which 

defines Pakistan’s role in it 

  b) China’s plan of action to bolster its 

claim for the region enclosed within the 

‘Nine-dash line’ in the South China Sea 

  c) An intergovernmental strategy led 

by Myanmar to tackle the menace of 

insurgency and illegal drug trade in the 

Golden Triangle region 

  d) China’s first fuel-supply agreement 

with Nepal 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-opinion/carving-out-a-path-on-

chinas-road/article7815725.ece 

 

6. The Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) 

Scheme is being implemented by 

 

  a) Ministry of Women and Child 

Development 

  b) Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare 

  c) Ministry of Human Resource 

Development 

  d) a, b and c 

 

Ans: d. 

 

The Ministry of Women and Child 

Development is the nodal ministry for 

the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Scheme 

being implemented jointly with the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

and Ministry of Human Resource 

Development. The Scheme is targeted at 

improving the Child Sex Ratio through 

multi sectoral interventions including 

prevention of gender biased sex 

selection and promoting girls’ education 

and her holistic empowerment. 
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http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130049 

 

7. River Mandakini is a tributary of river 

 

  a) Alakananda 

  b) Yamuna 

  c) Bhagirati 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

Page 25, India: Physical Environment, 

NCERT Class:XI 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130061 

 

8. The Government has decided to set up a 

National Tribal Advisory Council for 

effecting monitoring and 

implementation of various tribal welfare 

schemes. The council will be chaired by 

the 

 

  a) Prime Minister 

  b) Minister of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation 

  c) Minister of Tribal Affairs 

  d) Vice-chairperson of NITI Aayog 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130055 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. The ‘Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav’ is 

the first of its kind to be organized by the 

Ministry of Culture in terms of its 

diversity and size. Consider the 

following pairs: 

 

Art form                    State 

 

1. Rikampana         Arunachal Pradesh 

2. Godambaza         Madhya Pradesh 

3. Ghoomar             Karnataka 

4. Lai Haroba           Manipur 

Which of the above art forms, being 

showcased at the festival, are matched 

correctly to their place of belonging? 

 

  a) 1,2, and 3 Only 

  b) 1,2 and 4 Only 

  c) 1 and 4 Only 

  d) 2 and 4 Only 

 

Ans: b. 

 

The Mahotsav has been conceptualized 

to Promote, Preserve and Popularise 

India’s rich heritage and it is an open 

entry programme. With an objective of 

connecting the younger generations with 

the sheer diversity of Indian culture, this 

festival will present a unique 

opportunity to witness folk, traditional, 

tribal and classical art forms of India at 

one destination. The festival will also 

involve schools, colleges and the 

younger generation from all walks of 

life. 

 

This festival will go a long way in 

preserving and documenting the cultural 

diversity of India by showcasing ancient 

art forms such as Dhal Talwar Raas 

(dance using real swords and shields) 

from Udaipur, Dollu Kunitha (musical 

dance form) from Karnataka, Lai 

Haroba (traditional dance to please the 

god) from Manipur, Ghoomar 

(traditional folk dance form of 
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Rajasthan), Godambaza (Tribal dance 

from MP), Rikampana from Arunachal, 

amongst several others. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130052 

 

10. China recently dropped its controversial 

one-child policy on account of, among 

other reasons, a low ‘Total Fertility 

Rate’ (TFR). Which of the following 

statements about TFR is/are correct? 

 

1. It represents the number of children 

that a woman would bear in 

accordance with current age-specific 

fertility rates if she were to live to the 

end of her childbearing years 

2. The Replacement Fertility Rate is 

nothing but TFR of roughly 2.1 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: c. 

 

The total fertility rate (TFR), sometimes 

also called the fertility rate, period total 

fertility rate (PTFR) or total period 

fertility rate (TPFR) of a population is 

the average number of children that 

would be born to a woman over her 

lifetime if: 

 

– She were to experience the exact 

current age-specific fertility rates 

through her lifetime, and 

 

– She were to survive from birth through 

the end of her reproductive life 

 

The replacement fertility rate is 

roughly 2.1 births per woman for most 

industrialized countries (2.075 in the 

UK, for example), but ranges from 2.5 to 

3.3 in developing countries because of 

higher mortality rates. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/as-workforce-ages-china-ends-

its-onechild-policy/article7820361.ece 
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1. Consider the following list: 

 

1. Ottawa Dialogue 

2. India-Pakistan Joint Business Forum 

3. Chaophraya Dialogue 

4. Exchange for Change 

Which of the above may be classified 

under ‘Track-II Diplomacy’? 

 

  a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  b) 2 and 3 only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) 4 Only 

 

Ans: a. 

 

Track II Diplomacy: Unofficial dialogue 

and problem-solving activities aimed at 

building relationships and encouraging 

new thinking that can inform the official 

process. 

 

‘Exchange for Change’ is a project 

which aims to help students in both 

countries (India and Pakistan) realize 

that a sustained dialogue is the only 

means to encourage them to form their 

opinions. This is a part of Track III 

Diplomacy. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/1

0/29/insights-into-editorial-role-of-

civil-society-practitioners-in-

improving-relationship-between-india-

and-pakistan/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Although India has sought membership 

of the 48-member Nuclear Suppliers 

Group (NSG) since 2008, its application 

hasn’t been decided on, to this day. 

Which of the following statements about 

the NSG is/are incorrect? 

 

1. It was set up as a reaction to India’s 

first nuclear tests 

2. India has received from it a ‘special 

waiver’ to conduct nuclear trade with 

all nuclear exporters 

3. For any resolution to come into force, 

the same must be passed by a two-

thirds majority 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 3 Only 

  d) All statements are correct 

 

Ans: c. 

 

India has sought membership of the 48-

member NSG since 2008, but its 

application hasn’t been decided on, 

primarily because signing the NPT or 

other nuclear moratoriums on testing is 

a pre-requisite. Interestingly, the NSG 

was set up in 1974 as a reaction to 

India’s nuclear tests to stop what it 

called the “misuse” of nuclear material 

meant for peaceful purposes. 

 

As a result, though India received a 

special waiver to conduct nuclear trade 

with all nuclear exporters, it hasn’t been 

accepted as a member of their “club.” 

 

The NSG works by consensus, which 

means that there are no votes, but all 

members have to agree to a proposal. 
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http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-international/nsg-may-admit-

india/article7824884.ece 

 

3. India has set a target of 175GW 

renewable energy (RE) capacity 

addition by 2022, of which solar energy 

is to contribute the most. Arrange the 

following sectors in order of decreasing 

green power installed capacity in India 

today: 

 

1. Wind power 

2. Solar power 

3. Bio-power 

4. Small hydro power 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1-3-2-4 

  b) 2-1-3-4 

  c) 2-4-1-3 

  d) 1-4-2-3 

 

Ans: a. 

 

Overall, wind sector accounted for 65 

per cent (24,376 MW) of India’s total 

green power installed capacity. Solar has 

contributed 4,345 MW. Bio-power 

(comprising biomass and gasification 

and bagasse cogeneration), small hydro 

and waste to power contributed 4419 

MW, 4147 MW and 127 MW 

respectively. 

 

The above stats are dynamic. Stay up-to-

date. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/renewable-capacity-addition-

jumps-49-in-h1/article7823967.ece 

 

 

 

4. The Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) is an emerging trade 

pact among 

 

  a) India and Association for South East 

Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

  b) Members of East Asia Summit 

  c) Members of ASEAN+6 

  d) India and Asia Pacific Economic 

Cooperation 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“.. Ms. Sitharaman said negotiations on 

the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP), an emerging trade 

pact among 10 ASEAN countries and 

six countries that have free trade 

agreements with the bloc, were 

progressing well..” 

 

The RCEP is a FTA negotiation that is 

progressing among 16 countries: the 10 

members of ASEAN (Brunei, 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, 

Thailand, and Viet Nam) and the six 

countries with which ASEAN has 

existing Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) 

– Australia, China, India, Japan, Korea, 

and New Zealand. In relation to RCEP 

these six non-ASEAN countries are 

known as the ASEAN Free Trade 

Partners (AFPs). 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/india-trying-to-understand-trans-

pacific-partnership-nirmala-

sitharaman/article7823954.ece 
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5. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. ‘X’ is a charitable institution 

2. X purchased 1 kilogram worth of 

gold bonds over two fiscal years 

3. X bought gold bonds through 

designated post offices 

Which of the above statements is/are 

possible with regard to the Government 

of India’s ‘Sovereign Gold Bond 

Scheme’? 

 

  a) 1 and 2 only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1,2 and 3 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: c. 

 

 
http://www.thehindu.com/business/gold

-bonds-to-go-on-sale-on-nov-26-

applications-open-on-nov-

5/article7823583.ece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. The Government of India recently 

reiterated its stand to introduce the 

cleaner Bharat Stage (BS)-VI fuel in the 

country by 2020. Which of the following 

statements associated with BS is/are 

incorrect? 

 

1. This is the Euro vehicle emission 

standards under an Indian label 

2. Although lead-free fuel is sold in 

India, the in-force BS norms permit 

some sulphur content in these fuels 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Sulphur-free road fuels: Sulphur 

content not exceeding 10 parts per 

million or 0.001% by weight. This is 

mandated under BS-V norms. 

 

http://mrunal.org/2014/06/pollution-

bharat-emission-standards-saumitra-

chaudhari-committee-alternative-fuels-

pros-cons.html#76 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/oil-minister-confirms-bsvi-fuel-

rollout-target-of-

2020/article7819457.ece 
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1. Armenians came to India between 16th 

and 17th centuries as traders travelling 

through Persia, Afghanistan and Tibet. 

Armenia is located between 

 

  a) Black Sea and Caspian Sea 

  b) Black Sea and Mediterranean Sea 

  c) Caspian Sea and Aral Sea 

  d) Persian Gulf and Red Sea 

 

Ans: a. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/H

yderabad/neglected-armenian-

cemetery-in-hyderabad-sports-new-

look/article7824600.ece 

 

2. What are some of the issues plaguing the 

governance of liquidation or revival of 

companies, viz. the bankruptcy system, 

in India? 

 

1. The decision to liquidate or save a 

company can itself take a few years 

2. No single bankruptcy code 

3. Staffing constraints 

4. For a single company, creditors and 

owners can all initiate competing 

proceedings in different courts 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 3 Only 

  b) 1 and 4 Only 

  c) 2 and 4 Only 

  d) All statements are correct 

 

Ans: d. 

 

“…India is a country with no single 

bankruptcy code and where competing 

laws, unclear jurisdictions and 

inadequate resources can leave cases 

languishing for decades. Under current 

rules, even deciding whether to save or 

liquidate an ailing company can take 

years, leaving it in the hands of 

managers who can – and do – strip assets 

with impunity. Chief among the 

problems is that for a single troubled 

company, creditors and owners can all 

initiate competing proceedings in 

different courts, tribunals and states. 

Also, staffing constraints means it can 

take 15-20 years to wind up a 

company…” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/india-eyes-bankruptcy-reform-to-

ease-decades-of-

gridlock/article7827592.ece 

 

3. Which among the following countries in 

Northern Europe border Russia? 

 

  a) Norway 

  b) Finland 

  c) Sweden 

  d) Both a and b 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/internat

ional/refugees-taking-arctic-path-to-

norway-stranded/article7827559.ece 

 

4. The ‘Hazarika Commission’ was 

recently constituted by the Supreme 

Court of India to look into the issue of 

 

  a) Lack of transparency and 

accountability in Judicial appointments 

  b) Electoral reforms 

  c) Illegal migration along the Indo-

Bangladesh border in Assam 

  d) Governments selectively celebrating 

important historical personalities 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/rss-raises-infiltration-issue-

again/article7827854.ece 
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http://indianexpress.com/article/india/in

dia-news-india/create-sterile-zone-

along-border-to-check-illegal-migrants-

from-bangladesh-supreme-court-panel/ 

 

5. Precise position information from 

satellites can have which of the 

following applications? 

 

1. Optimal utilization of fertilisers by 

farmers 

2. Issuing flood alerts 

3. Reducing train collisions 

4. Air traffic management 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  b) 1, 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 2 and 3 Only 

  d) 3 and 4 Only 

 

Ans: a. 

 

For more information on applications of 

Satellite Navigation, refer to this link. 

 

“…Precision agriculture is about 

collecting timely geospatial information 

on soil-plant-animal requirements and 

prescribing and applying site-specific 

treatments to increase agricultural 

production and protect the environment. 

Where farmers may have once treated 

their fields uniformly, they are now 

seeing benefits from micromanaging 

their fields…” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/karnataka/state-view-where-space-

drives-life-on-earth/article7828094.ece 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Indian Public Sector oil and gas 

companies have made investments in 

Africa 

2. About 20% of our total crude oil 

import is from Africa 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-business/india-keen-on-

ramping-up-hydrocarbon-cooperation-

with-african-nations/article7828175.ece 
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1. In 2003, the Election Commission 

issued an order directing every 

candidate seeking election to the 

Parliament or a State Legislature to 

furnish on his nomination paper some 

information. Consider the following 

statements: 

 

1. Has the candidate been convicted, 

acquitted or discharged in any 

criminal offence in the past? 

2. The assets, including bank balances, 

of a candidate and his/her spouse and 

that also of dependents 

3. Liabilities, viz. are there any dues of 

any public financial institution or 

government dues? 

The order seeks which of the above 

information to be furnished by a 

candidate? 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

“One hundred and sixty MLAs from 

Bihar’s outgoing 243-strong Assembly 

are up for re-election this time. While the 

average assets of these 160 MLAs, as 

declared by them in their election 

affidavits, were Rs. 86.41 lakh in 2010, 

their average assets are now Rs. 2.57 

crore.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/elections/biha

r2015/sitting-bihar-mlas-assets-

triple/article7834572.ece 

 

Page 66.3, ‘Electoral Reforms’, Indian 

Polity by M Laxmikanth 4th Edition 

 

 

 

2. The ‘Standard for Automatic Exchange 

of Financial Account Information in Tax 

Matters’ is one which will most 

effectively tackle tax evasion while 

minimising costs to governments and 

business. This Standard has been 

developed by 

 

  a) Group of Twenty (G20) 

  b) Organisation for Economic 

Cooperation and Development 

  c) International Monetary Fund 

  d) Both a and b 

 

Ans: d. 

 

This article also appeared in the Hindu 

on 3rd November. 

 

The OECD and G20 developed the 

Standard with the input of other 

jurisdictions and in consultation with the 

financial industry. 

 

The new global standard on Automatic 

Exchange of Information (AEOI) 

reduces the possibility for tax evasion. It 

provides for the exchange of non-

resident financial account information 

with the tax authorities in the account 

holders’ country of residence. 

Participating jurisdictions that 

implement AEOI send and receive pre-

agreed information each year, without 

having to send a specific request. 

 

AEOI will enable the discovery of 

formerly undetected tax evasion. 

 

 It will enable governments to 

recover tax revenue lost to non-

compliant taxpayers, and 

 will further strengthen 

international efforts to increase 

transparency, cooperation, and 

accountability among financial 
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institutions and tax 

administrations. 

Additionally, AEOI will generate 

secondary benefits by increasing 

voluntary disclosures of concealed 

assets and by encouraging taxpayers to 

report all relevant information. 

 

3. Consider the following pairs: 

 

 Stage Reactors 

1.  First: Pressurised 

Heavy 

Water 

Reactors 

2.  Second: Thorium-

based 

Reactors 

3.  Third: Fast 

Breeder 

Reactors 

 

Which of the above pairs, with respect to 

India’s 3-stage nuclear power 

programme, are incorrectly matched? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 1 and 2 only 

  c) 2 and 3 only 

  d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Ans: c. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/fast-forwarding-to-

thorium/article7834156.ece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. In thorium-fuelled reactors, it is 

Uranium-233 that undergoes fission 

to produce electricity 

2. India has some of the world’s largest 

sources of plutonium 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: b. 

 

India has some of the world’s largest 

sources of thorium. 

 

“In the final stage, a mix of thorium and 

uranium fuels the reactors. The thorium 

transmutes to U-233 as in the second 

stage, which powers the reactor. Fresh 

thorium can replace the depleted 

thorium in the reactor core, making it 

essentially a thorium-fuelled reactor 

even though it is the U-233 that is 

undergoing fission to produce 

electricity.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/fast-forwarding-to-

thorium/article7834156.ece 
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5. Consider the following statements about 

the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 

(APEC): 

 

1. It is an organisation which is 

consensus based 

2. India has an ‘observer’ status at the 

forum 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“APEC is an organisation which is 

consensus based. So each of the APEC 

members has to agree to expansion of 

the APEC membership. And no 

discussion in APEC this year has 

focused on that topic,” Mr. Matthews 

said. 

 

India has been an observer at the forum 

since 2011 and a membership would 

have been in tune with the Modi 

government’s ‘Act East Policy,’ the 

purported improvement it claims to have 

brought about in the earlier ‘Look East 

Policy.’ 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/indias-

apec-membership-not-on-the-agenda-

says-us/article7834329.ece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. India is a member of 

 

  a) MTCR (Missile Technology Control 

Regime) 

  b) Australian Group 

  c) Wassenaar Arrangement 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

There are currently four Multilateral 

Export Control Regimes, to none of 

which India has so far been granted 

membership. 

 

 The Wassenaar Arrangement on 

Export Controls for Conventional 

Arms and Dual-Use Goods and 

Technologies 

 The Nuclear Suppliers Group 

(NSG), for the control of nuclear 

related technology 

 The Australia Group (AG) for 

control of chemical and biological 

technology that could be 

weaponised 

 The Missile Technology Control 

Regime (MTCR) for the control of 

rockets and other aerial vehicles 

capable of delivering weapons of 

mass destruction 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/india-pushes-for-nsg-

membership/article7834737.ece 
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1. Which of the following may be some 

applications of rare earth metals? 

 

1. Purification of polluted rivers 

2. Camera and Telescopic lenses 

3. Oil refining and manufacturing 

4. Electronics 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  b) 2, 3 and 4 Only 

  c) 3 and 4 Only 

  d) 4 only 

 

Ans: a. 

 

I you read this article, you would have 

been able to immediately eliminate 

options ‘c’ and ‘d’. Option ‘b’ you could 

have eliminated, with a slight 

application of mind based on 

information from the following extract 

of the same article: 

 

“…the scientists looked at ceria (CeO) a 

cheap rare earth oxide with properties 

that include a strong absorption of 

ultraviolet light (this property also sees 

it being widely used for UV-blocking 

and radiation shielding agent)…” 

 

For additional reading on applications of 

Rare Earth Metals, refer to this link. 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

 

Assertion (A): A person’s eyes usually 

turn red on consuming alcohol 

 

Reason (R): Alcohol consumption 

causes dilation of blood vessels 

 

Which of the above statements is/are 

true? 

 

  a) A and R both are true, and R is the 

correct explanation for A 

  b) A and R both are true, and R is the 

NOT the correct explanation for A 

  c) A is correct, R is incorrect 

  d) A and R both are incorrect 

 

Ans: a. 

 

“Since alcohol causes dilation of blood 

vessels due to release of histamine, so 

there is increase in blood flow in vessels. 

The tiny blood vessels in sclera , the 

outermost layer of our eyes, become 

dilated causing bloodshot as well as hot 

eyes. Our cornea is transparent that’s 

why we can observe the redness of eyes 

clearly.” 

 

‘Histamine’ is a compound which is 

released by cells in response to injury 

and in allergic and inflammatory 

reactions, causing contraction of smooth 

muscle and dilation of capillaries. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-features/tp-

educationplus/question-

corner/article7830501.ece 

 

3. Section 144 of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure, often seen in the news, 

empowers 

 

  a) State governments, via a magistrate, 

to issue an order in urgency to prevent 

acts if it is in the public interest to do so 

  b) The Union Home Ministry to issue 

an order in urgency to prevent acts if it 

is in the public interest to do so 

  c) The Central Government to ban an 

association on account of it having 

indulged in an “unlawful activity” 

  d) The Election Commission to ban a 

political party recognized by it on on 

account of the latter having indulged in 

an “unlawful activity” 
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Ans: a. 

 

This section is repeatedly invoked when 

protests and communal conflicts take 

place. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/colu

mns/legal-eye-column-legal-checks-to-

political-vandalism/article7830175.ece 

 

http://indiankanoon.org/doc/930621/ 

 

4. With reference to the Fourteenth 

Finance Commission, which of the 

following statements is/are incorrect? 

 

1. It has incorporated two new variables 

– 2011 population and forest cover 

2. It has not made recommendations 

concerning sector-specific grants 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Page 129-131, Economic Survey 2014-

15 Volume 1 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/democracy-strengthened-by-

decentralisation/article7830185.ece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  ‘Networking the networks’ is an 

international conference which seeks to 

 

  a) Combat illicit financial flows in the 

context of drug trafficking by promoting 

financial intelligence cooperation 

  b) Combat illegal drug cultivation by 

promoting cooperation between security 

forces 

  c) Enhance the effectiveness of the 

Pan-African e-Network project 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

UNODC’s recent initiative “Networking 

the Networks” (especially its component 

on illicit financial flows) targets these 

two goals: 

 

– Connect the existing international and 

regional law enforcement cooperation 

centres to enable fast inter-regional 

cooperation; 

 

– Use the capacities of these networks to 

disrupt organized crime and the illicit 

financial flows related to it through the 

exchange of intelligence and providing 

platform for coordination of 

joint/parallel operations 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130128 

 

6. Which of the following statements about 

the South Asia Regional Information 

and Coordination Center (SARICC) 

is/are incorrect? 

 

1. It is a regional platform for exchange 

of information/intelligence on drug 

trafficking and related matters 

2. It is not a South Asian Association of 

Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 

initiative 
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Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Ans: d. 

 

The proposal for creation of regional 

platform for exchange of information/ 

intelligence on drug trafficking and 

related matters such as money 

laundering etc., with India in the lead, 

for the South Asian region was 

discussed during the recent visit of the 

Executive Director of UNODC. This 

platform would initially comprise the 

founding members Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

Myanmar, Maldives, Nepal and Sri 

Lanka besides India, and later on would 

be open to inclusion of other countries/ 

international organization as decided by 

the founding members, based on shared 

concerns. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130128 

 

7. ‘Labour disputes’, under the 7th 

Schedule in the Indian Constitution is a 

 

  a) List I subject 

  b) List II subject 

  c) List III subject 

  d) There is no such subject 

 

Ans: c. 

 

Entry 22, List III 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/agri-

business/centre-calls-meet-to-ward-off-

labour-trouble-after-kerala-

stir/article7842674.ece 

 

8. Consider the following statements: 

 

Assertion (A): The Union Commerce 

Ministry looks into labour wage-hike 

related representations sent to the Centre 

 

Reason (R): Higher wages could 

possibly make plantation businesses, 

which rely on exports and are already 

struggling from the global fall in 

commodity prices, unsustainable 

 

Which of the above statements is/are 

true? 

 

  a) A and R both are true, and R is the 

correct explanation for A 

  b) A and R both are true, and R is the 

NOT the correct explanation for A 

  c) A is incorrect, R is correct 

  d) A and R both are incorrect 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“The United Planters’ Association of 

Southern India (UPASI), the apex body 

of planters in the region, in a 

representation to the commerce ministry 

had claimed that the burden of higher 

wages could make their business, which 

are already struggling from the global 

fall in commodity prices, unsustainable 

and lead to the closure of many 

plantations. 

 

Following this representation, the 

commerce ministry got in touch with the 

labour ministry. The Centre is also 

considering setting up an expert 

committee comprising representatives 

from all stakeholders to look into the 

possible ramifications of the issue, the 

sources said. Though the Centre has no 

direct role in issues relating to land and 

labour (as these come under the State 

governments’ purview), the union 
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labour ministry looks into labour-related 

representations sent to the Centre.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/agri-

business/centre-calls-meet-to-ward-off-

labour-trouble-after-kerala-

stir/article7842674.ece 

 

9. Corporate India’s investment 

performance has been rather poor in the 

recent past. Which of the following 

reasons may be considered most 

appropriate for the same? 

 

  a) Unfavourable market conditions 

  b) Lack of required clearances 

  c) Over-stretched balance sheets 

  d) Both a and c 

 

Ans: d. 

 

“..Regarding corporate India’s 

investment performance, Mr. Jaitley 

said that he was conscious that private 

investment was low, but he said that was 

for two reasons. The first, poor demand, 

was not in their control. The second, that 

a large number of companies had over-

borrowed and had over-stressed 

themselves, was something corporate 

India had to introspect about, Mr. Jaitley 

said..” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/arun-jaitley-says-gst-only-a-matter-

of-time/article7842773.ece 

 

10. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Female voter turnout grew by more 

than twice as much as male voter 

turnout in Lok Sabha elections 

between 1971 to 2014 

2. A trend observed in most-recent 

assembly elections of all Indian states 

is the female voter turnout exceeding 

Male voter turnout 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Ans: a. 

 

“Male voter turnout in Lok Sabha 

elections has grown only slightly, from 

60.87 per cent of registered voters in 

1971 to 67 per cent in 2014. Female 

voter turnout grew by more than twice as 

much in the same period, from 49.11 per 

cent to 65.54 per cent. 

 

In 21 of 30 Indian States (and not all 

states), female voter turnout exceeded 

male turnout in their most recent 

assembly elections, an analysis of 

Election Commission (EC) data shows. 

In the remaining nine — Andhra 

Pradesh, Assam, Delhi, Gujarat, 

Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 

Pradesh and Maharashtra — the gap 

between male and female turnouts has 

narrowed to its sharpest point. Madhya 

Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra are 

the States with the largest remaining 

difference between male and female 

turnout.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/colu

mns/women-participation-in-elections-

on-the-upswing/article7842745.ece 

 

11. Which of the following descriptions 

about the three ‘doshas’ or ‘humors’ of 

Ayurveda is/are correct? 

 

1. Vata is related to elements of space 

and air only 

2. Pittha is related to elements of fire 

and water only 
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3. Kapha is related to elements of earth 

only 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 1 and 3 only 

  c) 2 and 3 only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

Kapha is related to elements of water 

and earth only. 

 

“Ayurvedic physicians believe that there 

are three doshas or biological energies / 

humors found in the human body.  

Ancient Indians believed that everything 

that we see is made up of five elements 

– Space, Air, Fire, Water and Earth.  

Vata is related to elements of space and 

air; pittha is related to elements of fire 

and water and Kapha is related to 

elements of water and earth.  Each 

individual would have different levels of 

these three doshas, hence the diversity.  

However, each person can be classified, 

belonging to one or the other type, if one 

of the doshas predominates.” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130212 

 

12. Consider the following statements about 

the Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission 

(IPC): 

 

1. It updates regularly the standards of 

drugs commonly required for 

treatment of diseases 

2. It is India’s National Coordination 

Centre for ‘Pharmacovigilance’ 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

“..The Indian Pharmacopoeia 

Commission (IPC) is set to become the 

first WHO Collaborating Centre for 

Safety of Medicines and Vaccines in the 

South-East Asia Region. 

 

Shri Nadda said that drug safety related 

issues pose a major challenge for 

healthcare professionals, regulators and 

pharmaceuticals industry and this is 

where pharmacovigilance, plays a 

significant role in ensuring quality, 

safety and efficacy of medical products. 

Given the critical role that it plays, it is 

imperative that Pharmacovigilance is 

developed as an effective instrument for 

understanding and prevention of adverse 

effects or any other drug related 

problems. Pharmacovigilance is 

increasingly gaining significance in 

safeguarding public health in India also, 

the Minister added..” 

 

http://www.ipc.nic.in/ 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130201 

 

13. To give a boost to production of pulses, 

the Centre recently hiked the minimum 

support price (MSP) of rabi pulses. 

Which of the following statements about 

the MSP is/are correct? 

 

1. This is a form of insurance to 

agricultural producers 

2. It is announced by the Centre on the 

basis of recommendations made by 

the Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs 
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3. It is announced at the beginning of 

the sowing season for certain crops 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“..Announcing these decisions taken at a 

meeting chaired by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, Union Power Piyush 

Goyal later said that the Cabinet 

Committee on Economic Affairs had 

approved an increase in the MSP for the 

rabi season of 2015-16 to be marketed in 

2016-17..” 

 

Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a form 

of market intervention by the 

Government of India to insure 

agricultural producers against any sharp 

fall in farm prices. The minimum 

support prices are announced by the 

Government of India at the beginning of 

the sowing season for certain crops on 

the basis of the recommendations of 

the Commission for Agricultural Costs 

and Prices (CACP). MSP is price fixed 

by Government of India to protect the 

producer – farmers – against excessive 

fall in price during bumper production 

years. The minimum support prices are a 

guarantee price for their produce from 

the Government. 

 

http://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/market-

information/minimum-support-price 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/agri-

business/centre-hikes-support-price-of-

rabi-pulses-to-boost-

production/article7847230.ece 

 

14. Who of the following visited India 

during the reign of Harshavardhana? 

 

  a) Faxian 

  b) Xuanzang 

  c) I-Qing (Yijing) 

  d) Zheng He 

 

Ans: b. 

 

Refer to Page 50, Themes in Indian 

History-I, Class XII, NCERT 

 

The Gupta Dynasty last from around 

300AD to 550AD. 

 

“The second agreement to be signed 

during Mr. Li’s visit will be on the 

cultural exhibition on the Gupta period 

in the Indian history to be held in 2016 

in China. Experts say that Mr. Li’s visit 

highlights the fact that the Chinese 

government looks at the Gupta empire 

with particular interest as it was during 

this period that the Nalanda university 

prospered which later on hosted 

Xuanzang during his visit to India (629-

645 AD).” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/in-india-li-will-ink-

pacts-on-river-and-

culture/article7848179.ece 
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1. Bharatmala’ is a 

 

  a) Scheme for building bridges and rail 

over bridges on national highways 

  b) Road network to be built all along 

the borders and coastal areas 

  c) Scheme to transform the inland 

waterways sector 

  d) Roadways-project for revival of the 

ancient ‘dakshinapatha’ and 

‘uttarapatha’ 

 

Ans: b. 

 

‘Setubharatam’ is a scheme for building 

bridges and rail over bridges on national 

highways. 

 

“..Speaking on the occasion the Prime 

Minister underscored the importance of 

infrastructure, especially roads in 

economic development. He gave the 

example of South Korea where 

construction of a highway through the 

country had given a huge impetus to 

development The Prime Minister further 

said that the proposed and ongoing 

highway projects including Bharatmala 

and Setubharatam would bring about an 

economic revolution in the country..” 

 

About the ‘Bharat Mala’ project: 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india

/Govt-plans-Bharat-Mala-a-5000km-

road-

network/articleshow/47102122.cms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. ‘UDAY’, a scheme recently launched by 

the Government of India, 

 

  a) Provides for the financial turnaround 

of Power Distribution Companies 

  b) Is a national domestic efficient 

lighting programme 

  c) Is a programme for the distribution 

of LED bulbs to the Economically 

Weaker Sections at subsidized rates 

  d) Aims to transform the reformation-

homes of juvenile convicts 

 

Ans: a. 

 

“..The Union Cabinet chaired by the 

Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra 

Modi, has today given its approval to a 

new scheme moved by the Ministry of 

Power – Ujwal DISCOM Assurance 

Yojna or UDAY. UDAY provides for 

the financial turnaround and revival of 

Power Distribution companies 

(DISCOMs), and importantly also 

ensures a sustainable permanent solution 

to the problem..” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130261 

 

3. Consider the following statement about 

the ‘Gross Enrollment Ratio’ (GER) in 

India’s higher education sector: 

 

1. It has nearly doubled from around 

11% in 2005-06 to 21% in 2012-13 

2. The official target GER for 2020 is 

30% 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Ans: d. 
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“..The gross enrolment ratio (GER) in 

higher education has nearly doubled 

from around 11.6 per cent in 2005-06 to 

21.1 per cent in 2012-13 (Provisional), 

with 29.6 million students enrolled in 

2012-13 as compared to 14.3 million in 

2005-06.” 

 

“..The President also added that the New 

Education Policy (NEP) must alter the 

dynamics of the education sector and 

help us achieve the GER target of 30 

percent by 2020, a goal we cannot afford 

to miss..” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130257 

 

4. One of the main problems associated 

with gene therapy has been the 

inaccuracy of insertion of new (or 

‘replacement’) DNA into cells. Which 

of the following techniques are known to 

possibly hold the solution to this 

problem? 

 

  a) Zinc fingers 

  b) TALENs 

  c) CRISPR 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

In the early incarnations of these 

therapies, new DNA was inserted into 

the cells of patients who had missing or 

defective instructions in their DNA. The 

most famous cases were boys with so-

called bubble boy syndrome in the 

1990s. They had no immune system and 

had to live in completely sterile 

conditions due to a defect in a gene 

called IL2RG. 

 

This was successfully replaced by using 

a virus to “infect” cells with a healthy 

copy of the DNA, but ultimately trials 

were abandoned after patients developed 

leukaemia. The problem was the DNA 

was being inserted almost at random and 

in such a way that it disrupted the natural 

functioning of some cells and they 

became cancerous. 

 

What has happened since then is 

precision. The viruses being used can 

place DNA into safer sites in the genome 

and three key technologies have arrived 

on the scene. Zinc fingers, Talens and 

Crispr all share the same general concept 

– they act as a type of satnav that finds 

its way to specific sites in our DNA and 

a pair of molecular scissors that can edit 

the DNA. 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/health-

34744851 

 

A Secure question recently was framed 

on the CRISPR technique. 

 

5. Precursor Trafficking’ is 

 

  a) The trafficking of weapons 

ammunition for non-state actors 

  b) The trafficking of chemicals used for 

illegal drug-production 

  c) A preventive tool, for foiling the 

plans of potential child traffickers 

  d) Both a and b 

 

Ans: b. 

 

The SARICC meeting concluded with 

representatives of the proposed 

SARICC-TOC, namely, India, Bhutan, 

Bangladesh, Nepal, Maldives, Sri Lanka 

and Myanmar and finalized the draft 

structure and Terms of reference of 

SARICC-TOC. This is all the more 
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relevant since the South Asia region 

lacks such regional coordination 

mechanism on the lines of Central Asian 

Regional Information and Coordination 

Centre (CARICC) or Asia-Pacific 

Information & Coordination Center for 

Combating Drug Crimes (APICC) to 

facilitate criminal intelligence sharing 

and operational coordination related to 

organized crime, including illicit drug 

trafficking and related activities such as 

precursor trafficking and money 

laundering. 

 

https://www.unodc.org/centralasia/en/pr

ecursor-trafficking.html 

 

6. ‘Stubble burning’ is the deliberate 

setting fire of 

 

  a) Grain plants left sticking out of the 

ground after the grain is harvested 

  b) Cigarette stubs 

  c) Municipality-collected household 

waste 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

“..While Punjab government has started 

an awareness programme to educate 

farmers on the ill-effects of burning 

stubble and burning of biomass, 

Rajasthan government has banned 

stubble burning in the state through a 

notification issued in August this year..” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130288 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates/ngt-

says-no-to-ageold-

practice/article7843675.ece 

 

 

7. Which of the following is/are 

implications of the 12-nation Trans 

Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade 

agreement? 

 

1. It will cover about 40% of global 

commerce 

2. There is a possibility of trade 

diversions from India 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1, Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“..The TPP has implications for India, 

too, as experts have predicted the 

possibility of the proposed pact leading 

to trade diversions from India. TPP will 

cover 40 per cent of the global 

commerce, and will ease trade among 

the participant countries — Australia, 

Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, 

Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, 

the U.S. and Vietnam..” 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/internat

ional/tpp-trade-agreement-text-triggers-

fresh-debate-in-us/article7851777.ece 

 

8. “Migration and Development briefs” or 

the “Migration and Development 

Outlook” provide information on 

development implications of current 

migration and remittances issues. This 

publication is brought out by 

 

  a) World Bank 

  b) United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (UNECE) 

  c) Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs under the United Nations 

  d) Organisation for Economic 

Cooperation and Development 
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Ans: a. 

 

“It is hoped that India’s new payments 

banks will expand penetration of the 

banking sector in rural areas, thus 

increasing competition in the 

remittances market,” says the recent 

World Bank’s report on Migration & 

Development Outlook which indicates 

remittances to India continue to grow 

steadily. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Eco

nomy/cost-of-remittances-likely-to-

come-down/article7855933.ece 

 

9. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Small Tea Growers account for over 

30% of India’s annual tea crop output 

2. The Central Government recently 

extended benefits under the National 

Rural Health Mission to all tea 

plantation labourers 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Ans: b. 

 

“Teas supplied by the bought leaf 

segment, who buy from small growers, 

has dropped even more sharply 

jeopardising the interests of the lakhs of 

small growers, who now account for 

over 30 per cent of India’s tea crop.” 

 

“It also wanted the State government to 

follow the Assam government in 

providing benefits to the industry under 

the National Rural Health Mission.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Indu

stry/west-bengal-tea-industrys-cup-of-

woes/article7855932.ece 

 

10. What are some of the issues plaguing the 

tea industry in West Bengal? 

 

1. Average price realization of teas have 

been irregular 

2. The Plantation Labour Act (1951) 

inflates costs incurred by the 

organized tea industry 

3. Labourers are illegally confined to 

tea estates for months on end 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

West Bengal tea industry’s cup of woes: 

 

The age of the tea-bushes, most over 50 

years old, is an issue 

Same has been the case for factories – 

most are old and have failed to 

modernise 

Average price realization of teas have 

been irregular 

Employment costs including the cash 

component of wages account for 60 per 

cent of the production cost 

The Plantation Labour Act , 1951 (PLA) 

under which organised Indian tea 

industry is required to provide facilities 

like housing, electricity, warm clothing, 

firewood, medical facilities either free or 

subsidized, inflates costs 

The Rs.100 crore welfare fund for the 

state tea industry is yet to be 

operationalised 
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1. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. This is  a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site 

2. It was designed by a British architect 

3. India’s first commercial train 

departed from here 

Which of the above statements about the 

‘Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus’ are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 1 and 3 Only 

  c) 2 and 3 Only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/maximum-city-in-

diwali-colours/article7856658.ece 

 

2. It is known that drugs such as 

Ketoprofen and Diclofenac are largely 

responsible for the rapid decline of some 

vulture species in India. How does the 

presence of such drugs in waste carrion, 

which are consumed by vultures, cause 

their death? 

 

  a) It damages their central nervous 

system 

  b) It causes kidney damage 

  c) Their digestive system functions are 

impaired 

  d) It damages the heart arteries, causing 

heart attacks 

 

Ans: b. 

 

“..Besides other conservation 

programmes, steps for banning the 

veterinary use of Ketoprofen and 

Aceclofenac have to be achieved. The 

veterinary use of Ketoprofen has already 

been banned in three districts of Tamil 

Nadu, he said. It has been pointed out 

that the veterinary use of diclofenac was 

the major cause of the decline of vulture 

population. When vultures which feed 

on carcass of animals treated with the 

drug, “severe kidney damage and 

extensive visceral gout” were 

observed..” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/for-

saving-asian-vulture-from-fatal-

drugs/article7855588.ece 

 

3. Every Indian has a Fundamental Right to 

be defended by a lawyer. Which Article 

in our Constitution makes this 

provision? 

 

  a) Article 15 

  b) Article 22 

  c) Article 32 

  d) There is no such provision 

 

Ans: b. 

 

Page 68, Social and Political Life, Class 

8, NCERT 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/the-sad-plight-of-

prisoners-in-bihar/article7859418.ece 

 

4. A duty upon the State to provide a 

lawyer to any citizen who is unable to 

engage one due to poverty or other 

disability is a provision made by which 

of the following articles of the Indian 

Constitution? 

 

  a) Article 22 

  b) Article 32 

  c) Article 39A 

  d) Article 38 

 

Ans: c. 

 

Page 68, Social and Political Life, Class 

8, NCERT 
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http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/the-sad-plight-of-

prisoners-in-bihar/article7859418.ece 

 

5. Which of the following may be the 

reasons for Indian higher education 

institutes not figuring in global 

rankings? 

 

1. Lack of high quality research 

2. A large section of research work is 

done in vernacular languages 

3. The lack of awareness among 

researchers regarding patents 

4. Researchers not getting their works 

published in international journals 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  c) All of the above 

  d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 

Ans: b. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/k

olkata/country-not-lagging-in-higher-

education-smriti/article7858616.ece 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

 

Assertion (A): The growing e-commerce 

transactions in some states have resulted 

in tax-revenue losses to these states 

 

Reason (R): E-commerce companies are 

governed by Central Sales Tax laws and 

they don’t have to charge Value Added 

Tax on goods supplied to the consumer 

States 

 

Which of the above statements is/are 

true? 

 

  a) A and R both are true, and R is the 

correct explanation for A 

  b) A and R both are true, and R is the 

NOT the correct explanation for A 

  c) A is correct, R is incorrect 

  d) A and R both are incorrect 

 

Ans: a. 

 

“…After Kerala and Karnataka, it has 

become the turn of Telangana State to 

feel the pinch over loss of tax revenue 

from the growing e-commerce 

transactions. 

 

Governed by Central Sales Tax laws, e-

commerce companies like Amazon and 

Flipkart among others, which were 

encouraged to set up their fulfilment 

centres in Hyderabad, do not charge 

VAT on the goods supplied to the 

consumer States. As facilitators of these 

transactions, they are only liable to pay 

service tax under the CST. 

 

Under the existing tax laws, when goods 

move from one State to other, taxes 

accrue to the State from which goods 

originate. But with emergence of e-

commerce as a popular B to C business 

model, manufacturing States are 

walking away with all the tax revenue 

while the consumer States are left out of 

VAT though the sales actually take place 

in their territory where the goods are 

delivered, they point out…” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/telangana/now-telangana-eyes-share-

in-ecommerce-pie/article7862535.ece 
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1. Which of the following is/are NOT 

criteria for being qualified as a 

‘biodiversity hotspot’? 

 

1. Each one must be irreplaceable 

2. It must have 30% or less of its 

original natural vegetation 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

“…To qualify as a biodiversity hotspot, 

a region must meet two strict criteria: 

 

It must have at least 1,500 vascular 

plants as endemics — which is to say, it 

must have a high percentage of plant life 

found nowhere else on the planet. A 

hotspot, in other words, is irreplaceable. 

 

It must have 30% or less of its original 

natural vegetation. In other words, it 

must be threatened. 

 

Around the world, 35 areas qualify as 

hotspots. They represent just 2.3% of 

Earth’s land surface, but they support 

more than half of the world’s plant 

species as endemics — i.e., species 

found no place else — and nearly 43% 

of bird, mammal, reptile and amphibian 

species as endemics…” 

 

http://www.conservation.org/How/Page

s/Hotspots.aspx 

 

Food festival showcases tourism 

potential of Meghalaya 

 

 

2. The National Legal Services Authority 

(NALSA) recently celebrated its 21st 

anniversary. Which of the following 

statements associated with NALSA 

is/are incorrect? 

 

1. Providing free Legal Services to the 

weaker sections of the society is one 

goal 

2. It organizes Lok Adalats for amicable 

settlement of disputes 

3. To give effect to its policies and 

directions, State Legal Services 

Authority have been constituted in 

every state 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 and 2 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 3 Only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

“The National Legal Services Authority 

(NALSA) has been constituted under the 

Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 to 

provide free Legal Services to the 

weaker sections of the society and to 

organize Lok Adalats for amicable 

settlement of disputes. 

 

In every State, State Legal Services 

Authority has been constituted to give 

effect to the policies and directions of 

the NALSA and to give free legal 

services to the people and conduct Lok 

Adalats in the State.  The State Legal 

Services Authority is headed by Hon’ble 

the Chief Justice of the respective High 

Court who is the Patron-in-Chief of the 

State Legal Services Authority.” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130339 
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http://nalsa.gov.in/index.html 

 

3. ‘Hyogo Framework for Action’ and the 

‘Sendai Framework’ are related to 

 

  a) Precursor Trafficking 

  b) Disaster Risk Reduction 

  c) Women Empowerment 

  d) Climate Change Mitigation 

 

Ans: b. 

 

“The Sendai Framework for Disaster 

Risk Reduction 2015-2030 was adopted 

at the Third UN World Conference in 

Sendai, Japan, on March 18, 2015. 

 

The Sendai Framework is the successor 

instrument to the Hyogo Framework for 

Action (HFA) 2005-2015: Building the 

Resilience of Nations and Communities 

to Disasters” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130355 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. India has set up a target to achieve 

1% share of International Tourist 

Arrivals by 2016-17 

2. The contribution of tourism to total 

GDP of India, directly as well as 

indirectly, is more than 5% 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“As per the Second Tourism Satellite 

Account of India (TSA), the 

contribution of tourism to total GDP 

during 2012-13 was 6.9 per cent (3.7 per 

cent direct and 3.1 per cent indirect) and 

to total employment 12.4 per cent (5.3 

per cent direct and 7.0 per cent 

indirect).” 

 

Page 114-115, Economic Survey 

Volume 2, 2014-15 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130348 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Under India’s Foreign Direct 

Investment (FDI) policy for the 

plantation sector, only tea is open to 

foreign investment 

2. In case of the defence sector, 

proposals for FDI only in excess of 

49 per cent will be considered by the 

Cabinet Committee on Security 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: c. 

 

“The government also decided to 

plantation activities namely; coffee, 

rubber, cardamom, palm oil tree and 

olive oil tree plantations also for 100% 

foreign investment under automatic 

route. Until now, only tea plantation was 

open to foreign investment.” 

 

“In defence production, investment up to 

49 per cent has been put under the 

automatic route, and proposals for 

higher overseas ownership will now go 

to the Foreign Investment Promotion 

Board instead of the Cabinet Committee 
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on Security, shortening the lead times 

for approval.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Eco

nomy/government-relaxes-fdi-norms-

across-15-sectors/article7866950.ece 

 

6. For foreign investments in private 

banks, the government has allowed so-

called full ‘Fungibility’. This means that 

 

  a) Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) 

can invest up to the sectoral cap, 

provided that there is no change in 

management and control 

  b) FPIs can invest beyond the sectoral 

cap, provided that there is no change in 

management and control 

  c) FPIs can invest up to 49%, but not 

acquire proportionate voting rights 

  d) FPIs can invest up to 51% and 

acquire management and control 

 

Ans: a. 

 

“…For foreign investments in private 

banks, the government has allowed so-

called full fungibility. This means that 

foreign institutional investors or foreign 

portfolio investors or qualified foreign 

investors can invest up to the sectoral 

cap of 74%, provided that there is no 

change in management and control…” 

 

Reforms redux: a welcome signal 

 

Govt eases FDI norms in 15 major 

sectors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Consider the following statements about 

‘Memang Narang’: 

 

1. It is a citrus fruit 

2. It belongs to Meghalaya 

3. It has received the Geographical 

Indication (GI) registration 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 and 3 Only 

  c) 1 and 3 Only 

  d) All of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

“We are a biodiversity hot spot. We are 

the natural gene bank for citrus fruits.” 

[Meghalaya is considered home to one 

of the world’s first species of citrus 

fruits, the Citrus Indica, or wild orange, 

locally known as Memang Narang.] 

 

Food festival showcases tourism 

potential of Meghalaya 

 

10 Northeast horticultural products get 

coveted GI tag 
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1. ‘The state shall take steps to prohibit the 

slaughter of cows, calves and other 

milch and draught cattle and to improve 

their breeds’ is a provision made by 

which article of the Indian Constitution? 

 

  a) Article 45 

  b) Article 46 

  c) Article 47 

  d) Article 48 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Standing to reason and reason alone 

 

2. Which of the following states of India 

border Myanmar? 

 

1. Mizoram 

2. Meghalaya 

3. Tripura 

4. Arunachal Pradesh 

5. Nagaland 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

  b) 1,4 and 5 Only 

  c) 1,3,4 and 5 Only 

  d) 1, 3 and 5 Only 

 

Ans: b. 

 

Towards peace in the Northeast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The International Monetary Fund 

representatives have given China strong 

signals that the yuan is likely to soon join 

its basket of reserve currencies, known 

as ‘Special Drawing Rights’, or ‘SDR’. 

In this context, consider the following 

statements: 

 

1. The currency basket of the SDR 

currently includes the Dollar, Euro, 

Yen, Pound and the Rouble 

2. SDR serves as the unit of account of 

the IMF as also of some other 

international organizations 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

IMF created the SDR in 1969 to boost 

global liquidity as the Bretton Woods 

system of fixed exchange rates 

unraveled. SDR is not technically a 

currency. It gives IMF member 

countries the right to obtain any of the 

currencies in the basket — currently the 

dollar, euro, yen and pound — to meet 

balance-of-payments needs. 

 

Holders of SDRs can obtain the above 

mentioned currencies in exchange for 

their SDRs in two ways: first, through 

the arrangement of voluntary exchanges 

between members; and second, by the 

IMF designating members with strong 

external positions to purchase SDRs 

from members with weak external 

positions. 

 

In addition to its role as a supplementary 

reserve asset, the SDR serves as the unit 
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of account of the IMF and some other 

international organizations. 

 

Yuan ticks IMF boxes for reserve 

currency 

 

4. Which of the following statements about 

the Telecom Regulatory Authority of 

India is/are incorrect? 

 

1. It is a statutory body 

2. It adjudicates any dispute between 

two or more service providers and 

between a service provider and a 

group of consumers 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: b. 

 

TRAI is the independent regulator of the 

telecommunications business in India. It 

was established in 1997 by an Act of 

Parliament to regulate telecom services 

and tariffs in India. 

 

In January 2000, TRAI act was amended 

to establish the Telecom Disputes 

Settlement Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) 

to take over the adjudicatory functions 

of the TRAI. The TDSAT was set up to 

resolve any dispute between a licencor 

and a licensee, between two or more 

service providers, between a service 

provider and a group of consumers. In 

addition, any direction, TRAI orders or 

decisions can be challenged by 

appealing to TDSAT. 

 

Trai Asks Operators to Add Towers to 

Address Call Drop Issue 

 

5. Raghuram Rajan, the Governor of 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI), was 

recently elected as vice-chairman of the 

Bank of International Settlement (BIS). 

Which of the following statements about 

the BIS is/are correct? 

 

1. It is the world’s oldest international 

financial organization 

2. Once admitted as a member of the 

United Nations General Assembly, a 

country automatically becomes its 

member 

Select the correct answer using codes 

given below: 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: a. 

 

The Bank for International Settlements 

(BIS) is the world’s oldest international 

financial organization. It was established 

in May 1930. It is based in Basel, 

Switzerland, with representative offices 

in Hong Kong and Mexico City. 

 

It has 60 member central banks, 

representing countries from around the 

world that together make up about 95% 

of world GDP. 

 

The mission of the BIS is to serve central 

banks in their pursuit of monetary and 

financial stability, to foster international 

cooperation in those areas and to act as a 

bank for central banks. 

 

BIS elects Raghuram Rajan as its vice-

chairman 
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6. The Indian Railways will play an 

important role in fulfilling the country’s 

commitment for reduction in emission of 

Green House Gases. Consider the 

following statements: 

 

1. Successive five-year-plans have 

allocated less resources to the 

railways compared to the transport 

sector as a whole 

2. The modal share in freight traffic is 

lesser for the railways vis-à-vis for 

roads 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

 

  a) 1 Only 

  b) 2 Only 

  c) Both 1 and 2 

  d) None of the above 

 

Ans: d. 

 

Pg 91-93, Economic Survey, 2014-15, 

Volume 1 

 

“McKinsey’s Building India: 

Transforming the Nations’ Logistic 

Infrastructure (2010) study has 

estimated that the modal share in freight 

traffic stands at 36 per cent for the 

railways vis-à-vis 57 per cent for roads. 

According to the McKinsey Study 

(2010) continuation of the current state 

of affairs in India would imply the share 

of railways in freight traffic declining 

further to 25 percent by 2020” 

 

“How much resources have flowed to 

railways over the years? Successive 

plans have allocated fewer resources to 

the railways compared to the transport 

sector as Figure 6.2A shows” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=130439 
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